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Wet Weather Gear 
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Waikato Bonding Services 

6 Belfast Place Hamilton  
 

For all your brake & clutch re-lining 

services.  Specialising in re-bonding  

of all veteran, vintage and classic  

brake shoes, pads and drive lines. 
 

 

Steven Hunter - Manager 

Phone: 0800-BOND-007 

         0800-2663-007 

 
 

ENGINEERING SUPPLIES  
 

Koken, Stanley, Britool, Stahl-Wille Tools 
Taps, Dies, Wrenches, Spanners 

Imperial/Whitworth, Metric or American 
Drills, Reamers, Specialist Hand Tools 

Aerosol Lubricants and much more 
 

25 Somerset Street, Hamilton 
Ph: 07-847-4994 
Fax: 07-847-4884 

 VIKING MOTORS  
 Quality Service  Ĉ  Quality Workmanship 

 My Personal Guarantee ñ Knud Nielsen 

 Continental and Japanese cars a Speciality 
 
 

 

        227 Anglesea Street, PO Box 9001, Hamilton 
 

Ph:  07-839-5942           
Fax: 07-839-5939          A/Hrs: 07-829-4886 

 

 
DOWN THE LANE - 200 METRES NORTH OF FIRE STATION 

 

 

 

 

38a Ellis Street Hamilton  
 

For all your electro -plating and 
chrome polishing requirements  

Specialising in veteran, vintage and 
classic car & motorcycle work  

 
George McKechnie - Manager  
Ph: 07 -8482476 or 07 -8478613  

www.plating.co.nz  

   MDV Ltd 
  

Preserve those precious     memories 
 

We convert any media to any media. 
Cine Film ï any format Video ï Slides ï  
Photos ï Records ï Audio Cassettes. 

Digital Video Editing service. 
Family Events, Archives, Special Occasion 

Compilations, Business Productions. 

Donõt store & ignore! 
 

Ph: 07 823 9121  *   Mob: 021 732 635             Email: 
info@mdvmedia.co.nz 

mailto:info@mdvmedia.co.nz
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The year appears to be progressing well 

and I know that the programme of events 

that is on offer, to all members, is of 

sufficient variety to give everybody an 

activity in which to become involved. We 

have rallies, tours, club nights, visits to 

interesting places, speed events, you 

name it, we have either done it or are 

going to do it.  

 

However there is one aspect of our clubs 

objectives that I feel we could improve 

on. The first objective of our Branch and 

the Vintage Car Club of NZ states òTo 

foster interest in the preservation of, and 

the maintenance of motor vehicles in 

such categories as are catered for by the 

VCC of NZó. 

 

I am aware that many of our members 

have fully equipped workshops and are 

highly skilled in all facets of vehicle 

repairs and restorations. You folk are the 

lucky ones. But I am also aware that 

there are also many members who do not 

have the space, equipment or knowledge 

to carry out maintenance and/or 

restoration work. Space is quite often a 

problem and I believe that this will only 

get worse. New subdivisions have smaller 

sections with bigger houses. Try and find 

a property that you can have a separate 

workshop on, it is pretty hard finding one. 

I believe that in the long term interest of 

our branch we need to look at providing a 

solution to this potential problem.  I have 

some ideas buzzing around in my head, 

but I would like to hear what other 

members think.  

 

The club could provide facilities and 

equipment so that members could be 

shown how to use them correctly and 

safely. Many of our members have skills 

that I am sure they would be delighted to 

pass on, especially the ones that are fast 

becoming obsolete in the modern car 

industry. Like good old fashioned panel 

beating, leading, and wheeling to mention 

a few. There are also the skills covering 

the aspects of machining, welding, 

woodworking, and upholstery.  

 

I believe that as current members we 

need to look ahead to the next 5, 10, and 

15 years, and ask ourselves, what we 

want the club to be offering its members. 

We have just finished the first 50 years 
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Secretary 

For several years one of our members, 

David Sell, has been a VCC Speed 

Steward for the Northern Region.  Due to 

difficulties with his health, David has 

found it necessary to resign from this 

position so it is timely that we thank him 

for his period of service in this capacity.  If 

you have thought that this might be the 

job for you, then perhaps now would be a 

good time to make a move and offer your 

services ð training would be available. 

 

Subscription invoices for the new 

financial year should have reached all 

local membersõ mail boxes so donõt delay, 

get it away before the deadline is upon 

you.  The prompt payment discount of 

$11.25 should only be subtracted if 

payment is made to National Office 

before the end of March. 

 

The Branch Annual General Meeting for 

this year will be held at Clubnight, 

Wednesday 9th June.  Committee have 

elected to use this later date again to 

allow the auditor more time to get the 

books properly checked over.  Any 

Notices of Motion must still be with the 

Branch Secretary by 14th April, as this is a 

constitutional requirement.  All committee 

members retire at the end of the term 

and are eligible to stand for re-election, 

as are all other financial individual and 

joint members.  Nomination papers will 

be included with the May Venture.   

 

Any 25 and 35 Year long service badges 

due this year will be presented at a 

special Branch Prize-giving evening with 

subsidised dinner at the clubrooms 

Saturday 8th May. 

 

Donõt overlook the roadside car safety 

kits which the Club has available, priced 

at a very reasonable $100 each.  There 

was a lot of interest in these when raised 

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS. 

Gregory Head (1955 Ariel M/C) and Greg & Patrice Stichbury (1966 VW óBeetleô) 
have joined the Club this month. Please ensure that you make them feel welcome 
and that they enjoy the benefits of membership to this Club. 

so letõs have a serious look at our long 

term plans. REMEMBER I want your 

feedback. Talk to me, ring me or email 

me.  

 

Bob Hayton and I attended the National 

executive meeting in Wellington on 

Saturday 13th March. Bob has submitted 

an excellent report which you can read 

else where in the magazine. I find these 

meetings very interesting and the more 

you attend and take part, the better 

informed you become.  

 

I would like to extend a very warm 

welcome to all our new members, I hope 

you can get involved and have fun.  

 

Marcia and I are looking forward to the 

Easter Rally, but due to (at this point) 

unknown problems with Tweety, the 

Chevy Truck, the Chrysler will be 

warranted and registered and we will be 

off to Rotorua.  

Keep smiling and please keep left.  

Graham Pate.    
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Club Captain 

Saturday the 6th of March dawned fine for 

this yearõs Vintage Venture rally with 22 

cars entering, 6 from out of town the rest 

from the Waikato. We had a couple of 

non starters but most of the remainder 

managed to negotiate their way through 

some simple traps and a time trial on 

Kairangi road then on to Kihikihi for 

lunch, from there a tour around 

Maungatautari Mountain to finish at the 

club rooms for afternoon tea. 

 

The prize giving dinner was prepared by 

Jillian and Gail and was well attended 

with 38 people sitting for a very tasty 

meal. 

 

After a short explanation about the tricks 

which Carol and I had put into the rally, 

the way no one would get lost as no 

matter  which way you went you would 

end up back on course and that all the 

silent checks were on course, we had the 

prize giving. 

The following are the winners. 

 Slow vintage;  

3rd  Gordon and Jan Dearlove, 

2nd  Alan and Christine Allbon. 

1st  Eric Rogers and Stuart Clotworthy. 

Fast Vintage; 

3rd Glenn and Marion Morris. 

2nd (1st Waikato) Colin and Donna Storey. 

1st (1st overall) Russel and Jocelyn 

McAlpine.   

 

On the weekend of the 13th March Carol 

and I attended the Lake Taupo rally 

where 49 entrants including 7 from the 

Waikato enjoyed a well plotted rally in 

cold but fine weather. Concluding with a 

great prize giving dinner with Waikato 

receiving the following places, 

3rd PV Bruce and Ruth Shute. 

1st PV Rogers / Clotworthy team. 

2nd PWV Brian and Gwenn Weightman. 

Well done to all the winners and place 

getters. 

 

On club night Roy Rowe gave us a very 

interesting talk about his Vintage 

speedway midget car which he brought to 

the club for all to see. 

A great effort Roy, thank you. 

 

The information in this newsletter and on the clubõs web site, is supplied as a service to club 

members. Articles and other copy of interest are always welcome and encouraged. The 

opinions expressed in this newsletter and on the clubõs website are those of  the author 

alone. Neither the club nor any of its officers accepts responsibility for the accuracy of any 

statements or opinions. 

at a clubnight late last year, so now is the 

time to ensure you get a kit while stocks 

last.  They would also make an ideal and 

thoughtful birthday present for someone 

you care about.  See any committee 

member if interested in purchasing a kit. 

I have out of town entry forms for: the 

Wanganui Branch Motorcycle Trial 

(10/11 th April), North Shore Branch 

'Northern Raid' Rally on Sunday 18th 

April, and the Taranaki Branch Maunga 

Moana Rally (24th April) which is to be 

based on Hawera this year. 
 
Bob Hayton 

Branch Secretary  

Cont. 
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Editorial 

Please read carefully the Venture 

magazine as there are a lot of things 

coming up and it would be a shame if you 

did not know about all the events which 

you could have been involved in. for 

example. 

28 th March, Shed raid. 

10 th April, Mooloo Meander M/C rally. 

14 th April club Night with Howard 

Porteous giving a talk on his trip to 

Canada and the Boeing factory. 

18 th April, Club Run to the Olive grove 

Earth and Clay House and Garden. 

 

These are just a few of the many things 

your club has in store for you in the 

coming months and will be in your club 

magazine for you all to see. 

Keep on motoring. 

Paul and Carol. 

 

 

This month has again been a busy month!  

We have had our own Vintage Venture 

and the Lake Taupo rally as well. As you 

will read on page 8 the Motorcycle Tour  

was enjoyed immensely by those that 

took part. Judith and I took part in a 

Model T Club rally in Tauranga which 

unfortunately had a nasty incident where 

a member reversed over a cliff. It goes to 

show us just how easily things can turn 

bad! 

 

The Prize Giving dinner is to be held on 

Saturday 8th of May. The intent of the 

committee is to make this a more 

auspicious occasion and the evening 

itself is still being planned. More on this 

next month but do keep May the 8th free! 

 

Also coming up in June is our annual 

general meeting. You have no doubt 

heard it before that you should consider 

getting involved so you can put back in to 

the club, that you only get back what you 

put in etc. etc. But really it is true. Being 

involved in the running of the club gives 

you the satisfaction of seeing a job well 

done and seeing others enjoying events 

that you helped organise is the payment 

you get. 

 

I understand that the òGreat Learned 

Onesó in Wellington intend to change the 

rules for giving way when turning left into 

another road. About time I say. The 

number of times it all comes to a 

standstill when you stop to let another 

car turn in and hold up all the traffic 

behind you! I think that it will take a lot of 

driver education as well though. The give 

way rules overall must be quite vague to 

a lot of drivers as so often I have drivers 

waving me on when I am supposed to 

give way to them! 

 

The age a person can get a license is to 

change too. Personally I like the idea put 

forward by someone else that all new 

drivers should only be allowed a moped 

for the first year. That will surely teach 

valuable skills on the roads. At the least 

they will be survival skills!  

 

The Committee was considering 

appointing a Welfare Officer who would 

be able to coordinate help for members 

in a big variety of ways. It was decided 

though that the committee as a group 

would be more effective so if you have 

any issues that we can help with or know 

of members who could do with help or 

support just contact a member. The 

numbers are on page 18. 

Snow van den Broek Ed.V.V.C.C. 
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Reports 

March 6th 2010   

Starting at our clubrooms with a fine day 

forecast. The event was divided into slow, 

fast and touring classes.  Twenty  three 

vehicles entered, with the first car away at 

10.30am.  It was pleasing to see  six 

visitors from other  club branches. 

 

Some items to remember in the over 

riding instructions. Those that went off 

course without knowing, were able to get 

back on course easily, this worked well. 

Soon we were out into rural Rotoorangi 

area where we enjoyed a mixture of flat 

and hilly roads. 

We were required to guess the time it 

would take for a round trip at Kairangi. 

This proved to be interesting with some 

closely guessed times. 

 

Travelling onto Kihikihi for lunch and time 

to inspect the old Jail holding cells, and 

the old cottage that belonged to  Miss 

Temple. 

 

After Lunch. 

Off again thru the Puahue area, then out 

to Arapuni Road and through Pukeatua 

Settlement. The terrain giving the old 

motors a good workout. 

 

Then onto roads that were new to many of 

us. This was very scenic and enjoyable. 

We then headed to Cambridge to the final 

check. Gordon and I spotted the final 

twist of not turning right straight away into 

McLean Street, but turn left to the maned 

check. All good. 

 

Time to socialise at the club rooms with 

like minded people. Jillian and Gail 

prepared and presented our evening 

meal. This was followed by prize giving. 

 

A very good rally event that was enjoyed 

by all. Thanks to the rally organisers Paul 

& Carol Fussey and all their helpers for a 

great days motoring. 

Chris Brown 

 

 

Last month we saw the 

Steam Powered bicycle 

of Nigel Weber in the 

Club Rooms. We have 

since seen it depicted 

in the print media. 

 

Being depicted in a 

cartoon is a mark of 

fame - an honour! 
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Reports 

For their annual long weekend tour this 

year, the motorcycle section selected a 

route that took riders along country roads 

as close as possible to the course of the 

Waikato River between Cambridge and 

Taupo, and through several associated 

geothermal areas.  The river theme 

allowed a close inspection of many of the 

uses to which the river catchment and 

geothermal areas are put throughout this 

region. 

 

There were thirty machines on tour this 

year with BSA, Triumph, Norton, Harley, 

Moto Guzzi, Indian, Honda, AJS, 

Matchless, BMW, Velocette, Rudge and 

Ariel all represented.  Riders had a set of 

written instructions to follow the route 

and could travel at their own pace, with a 

back-up vehicle and trailer driven by 

Kelvin Davis following discretely some 

distance behind in case of any problems.  

 

There were some surprisingly sweet roads 

travelled, with lots of curves and good 

scenery until the first break at Waipapa 

Dam, soon followed by lunch by the 

lakeside at Mangakino.  Despite the 

townõs reputation this is a pleasant spot, 

with very good coffee and toasties 

available at the Bus Stop Café.  

 

Rowing and pleasure boating on Lakes 

Karapiro, Arapuni and Maraetai were self 

evident, with tourism activities plentiful in 

the upper reaches of the river below 

Taupo.  Then of course, there was the 

power generation capability of the river 

and the region to learn about.   

 

After Whakamaru, the route followed the 

riverside to Ohakuri Dam, where Mighty 

River Co. allowed a power station visit First stop was Waipapa Dam. 

Ohakuri Control room. 

The Ohakuri Transformer Bay. 
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hosted by the very well informed Magnus 

Adlem.  Here we learnt about how the 

station was built, coming into operation in 

1958, and is nowadays operated by 

remote control from Peachgrove Road in 

Hamilton.  Visitors will have gone away 

with a better understanding of how their 

electric power is produced and how the 

Waikato River stations fit into the national 

system. 

 

Next stop was for afternoon tea at Orakei 

Korako on the lake formed above Ohakuri 

Dam.  Once the scene of rapids, it is now 

a short boat ride over to the thermal area 

for which this place is internationally 

known.  A few more miles of curvy riding 

soon brought us to our overnight 

accommodation at Golden Springs on the 

Taupo/Rotorua road.  Here Jillian already 

had all the breakfast supplies distributed 

and a welcoming drink and chippies 

ready, having driven the luggage van 

down from Cambridge. 

 

Thanks to Don and Kelvin on the bbqõs 

and with Colleen and Jillian working away 

in the kitchen, a good meal was available 

on the dot of 7.00pm.  Lots of socialising 

helped while away the rest of the evening, 

with the help of a false start or two in 

puncture repair on Robert and Lorraine 

Youngõs Matchless. 

 

Saturday brought another fine day, if a 

rather chilly start, to tackle the 100 mile 

circular tour through the Waikite Thermal 

Area and on to Mokai, Taupo and then 

Broadlands, experiencing various thermal 

and river activities. 

 

The extent and importance of geothermal 

energy was a surprise to many when the 

various resources were sighted ð Mokai, 

Poihipi, Wairakei (with itõs associated  

prawn farm waste heat activity), Ohaaki, 

Rotokawa and even the newly 

constructed Nga Awa Purua geothermal 

stations were previously mostly unknown 

to many of the party.   

 

A great two hour morning ride gave way to 

a leisurely afternoon, beginning with 

harbourside lunch at Taupo, where the 

river begins and many of the boats using 

the lake are moored in a picturesque 

location.  A short ride and walk from the 

nearby car park up to the impressive 

Huka Falls was next, then came a visit to 

the prawn farm adjacent to the Wairakei 

Geothermal Power Station, followed by an  

 

impressive view of the Wairakei 

Steamfield from the well placed lookout 

point, just a mile from the main road.   

 

This is having fun on a bike tour! 

It was just a puncture. Looks serious though 

Cont. page 14 
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Home Events Ahead 

 

JUNE 

Wednesday 2nd  Committee Meeting 

Sat/Sun 5 -6th  Double Fifty Rally 

Wednesday 9th  Annual General Meeting 

Sunday 13th  Club Motorcycle Run 

Saturday 19th  Club event - Night Rally 

APRIL 

Wednesday 7th  Committee Meeting 

Saturday 10th  Mooloo Meander Motorcycle Rally 

Wednesday 14th Club night - Porteous Tour photos and Boeing  

    Film 

Sunday 18th  Club event - Garden Tour   

MAY 

Sunday 2nd  Club Motorcycle Run 

Wednesday 5th  Committee Meeting 

Saturday 8th  Prize giving Dinner- Clubrooms 

Wednesday 12th Club night - Hearing loss and prevention 

Sunday 16th  Training Rally 
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 APRIL 

Fri 2nd to Mon 5th North Island Easter Rally, Rotorua 

Sunday 11th  British & European Car Show, Te Awamutu 

Sunday 18th  North Shore Northern Raid     

MAY 

Sat/Sun 22 -23rd Northland Branch Motorcycle Rally 

JUNE 

Sunday 27th  Auckland-North Shore Combined Rally 

Away 

 Rotary Club of Te Rapa  

Motor Show  
Sunday 11th April 10.00am till 3.00 pm 

Hamilton Working Mens, HCD, Toolshed carparks 

Those interested in displaying their vehicles should contact 

Clive Robertson (member) 

027 2347 197  or  854 5252  

GARDEN TOUR 
April 18th 

Starting at Gailõs of Tamahere, 28 Devine 

Road Tamahere at 10-00am for a look 

around the gardens and then a short tour 

to the Olive Grove earth and clay house 

and gardens. 

Tour of the house, gardens and olive 

processing equipment. 

Mosaic and leadlight workshop - charge 

of $5-00 per person. 

BYO lunch in the grounds. 

SHED RAID 
March 28th 

10.00am Start from Hamilton Gardens 

Gate 1 Car Park (at the top of the hill)  

Run in the area between Cambridge, 

Matangi and Tamahere.  

As well as some car garages, we hope 

there will be an art gallery, stationary and 

steam engine collections .  BYO lunch 

break at one stop, with bbq available.  

Tea and Coffee will be provided at lunch, 

and again at afternoon tea at the 

clubrooms. 
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Reports 

 

Executive Meeting, March 2010 

 

Correspondence Non-member VIC/

Authenticity Statement application forms 

to be changed to include advice that extra 

charges could apply if the vehicle is not 

able to be delivered for inspection. 

 

Secretaryõs Report With ten months of 

the current financial year elapsed, income 

is $10k ahead of budget and expenditure 

is $35k below before depreciation is al-

lowed for.  So far this year, $47k has 

been received by branches in commission 

payments from Vero.  Office Manager, 

Julie Cairns, will be away for at least four 

weeks on medical leave from 11th May.  

Keep non-urgent enquiries until she re-

turns.  Great discussion on the 100 Year 

Old Vehicle badge, which had a mixture of 

criticism and support from the floor.  This 

is supplied at no cost in an unfinished 

form; examples of cast and polished ver-

sions were circulated and significant im-

provement was noted in the polished 

form.  Management to discuss this badge 

further. 

 

NI Club Captain Ten events attended, 

which have been mostly well attended 

and generally followed the rally rules.  

Courtesy on the roads is important ð allow 

other motorists the opportunity to pass 

whenever possible.  Rotorua Swapmeet 

has a new location, at the Stock Car Club 

Track in Paradise Valley Road.  The Easter 

Rally in Rotorua was slow to build, but 

now has 90 entrants.  The 2011 NI Club 

Captainõs Tour will start in Cambridge 

about 8th April and tour in Northland, be-

fore ending at New Plymouth Easter Rally. 

 

SI Club Captain The 3rd National Commer-

cial Rally at Waimate attracted about 60 

entries.  The Easter Rally to be hosted by 

Canterbury so far has 142 entries, whilst 

the Club Captainõs Tour before it and end-

ing in Gore has 56 from both islands.  

Planning for the National Motorcycle Rally 

in North Otago in late February next is well 

under way, with a large Auckland group 

planning an interesting journey south.  

Would  branches please publish dates for 

all future National Events in their maga-

zines to keep members informed 

 

Beaded Wheels Free adverts seem to 

be popular and apparently bring good 

results.  The Beaded Wheels committee 

has remained stable and have worked 

with enthusiasm, but would appreciate 

more articles of a technical or restoration 

nature.  More photos are being used in 

the Idle Torque section.  Due to increasing 

numbers, may need to look at a 50 Year 

Award format where individual citations 

are not printed. 

 

Registrarõs Report Total non-member 

VIC/Authenticity applications stand at 

212, with 55 in the last nine months.  The 

total number of VICõs issued is now 7,276 

which is still less than half of the vehicles 

listed as held by members.  Only ten 

branches responded to the request for 

feedback on the retro-fitting of direction 

indicators and stop lamps. (nb. Waikato 

was one of them).  A submission was pre-

pared to the recent ACC proposals on be-

half of the Club.  Old lapsed un-cancelled 

plates can be used if you persevere. 

 

NZTA / LVVTA    A document has been 

received for publication in Beaded Wheels 

which may shed more light on the latest 

procedures regarding how to get a vehicle 

registered and licensed when it is new to 
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the fleet or has no available previous NZ 

documented registration history.  There is 

a NZ Customs import order in place pro-

hibiting the import of a motor vehicle with-

out ministerial consent if it is manufac-

tured after 1st January 1919 and does not 

have an odometer, or has an odometer 

which does not correctly record the dis-

tance the vehicle has been driven.  We 

are working with Customs to improve this 

situation, but members who wish to im-

port an historic motor vehicle need to be 

aware and make sure good records are 

available.  All outstanding LVVTA issues 

with LTNZ have been resolved and 900 

vehicles have been certified for 2010 so 

far, with 6,769 for all of the 2009 year.  

 

Speed Steward  Fifteen speed 

events permits issued since the 2009 

AGM, together with 13 Historic Racing 

Licences.  Only one non-injury accident 

reported.  Considerable progress has 

been made with NZ Motorsport officials, 

with the 2002 agreement remaining in 

place and due for ratification after some 

further discussion.  Thanks to all stew-

ards, and in particular David Sell who has 

resigned due to ill health. 

 

FOMC Representative Submiss ions 

made on: ôSafer Journeysõ agreeing to 

blood alcohol reduction and for the driving 

age to be left at 15, with increased road 

safety education in schools.  Against the 

Vehicle ACC proposals, especially the 

huge increases for motorcyclists.  In sup-

port of inflation related increases in driver 

licence test and renewal fees with a maxi-

mum of 20% on any part of the transac-

tion.  The FOMC will be lobbying on the 

proposed review of WoF issues, including 

inspection frequencies for older vehicles.   

 

Archivist Report The National Archives 

have been quite active, with some addi-

tions including three cabinets donated by 

Canterbury Branch now holding memora-

bilia from overseas and one-make clubs.  

Grant Hitchings is always on the lookout 

for interesting subjects and would appre-

ciate suggestions.  

 

2012 Rally Report Potential sponsors 

are taking a cautious approach given the 

tight economic times.  Potential sponsors 

were taken on a bus trip to the Art Deco 

event in order to show off what happens 

when a substantial vintage vehicle event 

hits the town.  The Iwi Liaison Officer, re-

tired police sergeant Gordon Rongonui, 

has opened doors at both Ratana and 

Jerusalem, so that now confirmation has 

been received for hosting at all six arrival 

destinations.  It is intended to now post 

the entry form on the website on 1st April. 

The basic fee will cover driver and vehicle, 

with each passenger paying an additional 

supplement.   All children under 15 will 

be free, whilst the cost of the final func-

tion dinner will be additional.  Branches 

are requested to assist non-computerised 

member households to obtain an entry 

form, but it will be possible for these to be 

returned by mail together with a cheque, 

as well as on-line with payment by direct 

credit.  It will be possible to make on-line 

payments by instalment. 

 

Discount Motion The motion to bring 

the discount applicable date forward to 

20 th March each year was passed, but 

there will need to be a change of the sub-

scription rate from $39 plus $10 late pay-

ment penalty, to $49 less $10 early pay-

ment discount before it can be imple-

mented for next year. 

 

General Business A suggestion and dis-

cussion on allowing one-make clubs to 

become associate members of VCC went 

nowhere.  A modification to the invoice 

form to allow changed member email and 

phone details to be added will be pursued 
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by National Office.  A wide ranging discus-

sion on the use of club computers re-

sulted in a motion being passed that all 

written communications from National 

Office are to be sent to branches by email.  

The existence, status and control of 

branch libraries was thoroughly dis-

cussed, with several branches indicating 

that they were pursuing different re-

cording systems.  It appears that the Wel-

lington Branch intends to enter discussion 

with National Management on the poten-

tial for an integrated system from which 

information would ultimately become 

available to all members through the club 

website. 

 

Bob Hayton. Branch Delegate 

Mid-afternoon, so a nice cup of tea at the 

Glass Blowing Centre café helped to soak 

up a few minutes for a timely arrival at 

Aratiatia Bridge.  Here one can witness 

the opening of the spillway gates, which 

allows the rapids to fill with water several 

times a day for the benefit of tourists, and 

all dictated by a special Act of Parliament 

when the dam was first built. 

 

Dinner this night was a catered affair in 

the cosy holiday park restaurant ð lots of 

food, more even than this party could 

hope to manage, brought an interesting 

day to a sociable end. 

 

The riding on the journey home was just 

as enjoyable as previously, with another 

route found through the Waikite Valley 

before the run up to enjoy an early lunch 

at Tokoroa.  More riding pleasure followed 

with a dream journey on Old Taupo Road, 

to cross the river again at Arapuni and 

thence by Lake Karapiro to end the trip at 

Cambridge. 

 

Thanks to all forty folk on the trip, who 

made this weekend such a pleasure to 

organise ð no complaints and lots of 

bouquets. 

 

Bob Hayton. 

Cont. from Pg 9 

 

 

 

 

SATURDAY 8th MAY 
Waikato Branch Club Rooms 

BYO drinks, $10 dinner 

More information on this prestigious event in next Venture. 

Set this evening aside to join us! 

Contact Jenny Patton to let her know if you are coming. 

DINNER 
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SATURDAY 10th APRIL 2010  
 

Again this year to leave from the Branch Club 
Rooms in MacLean Street, Cambridge. 

 

A wide range of two and three wheeled machines is again ex-
pected, creating great discussion and video or photo  

opportunities. 
 

Come along and enjoy the atmosphere, talk to some of the riders 
and watch the action, even if not able to take part in the event 

Motorcycles  

CLUB BADGES FOR SALE 
These are available from the Badge & Trophy Guardian; 

Shirley Foot  (07) 823 5641 

  Lapel or Cap Badges - enamelled   $5.00   each 

  Car Bumper Badges - cast in brass  $35.00 each 

  Windscreen Transfers    $2.00   each 

  Club Emblem Jacket Patches   $6.50   each 

  Number Plate Surrounds    $15.00 pair 

 

While I have been on holiday the Motor 

Cycle Tour has taken place and from all 

the comments I have received it was a 

great success with only one break down 

for a flat tyre. Thanks to all the people 

who helped with the running of this event 

in my absence. 

 

While touring the South Island we 

stopped at Reefton on our way to Nelson 

and while walking up the main street I 

heard the very familiar sound of a British 

Bike only to see a very nice 1955 650 

BSA go by with two up and all their 

luggage enjoying the fine  weather and 

great roads, and here am I driving around 

in a car !!! 

 

The entries are 

coming in for the 

Mooloo on the 10th 

April, but just a 

reminder that entries 

close on the 31st 

March. Also for those 

that have not heard the annual WCMCC 

swap meeting is being held on the Sunday 

the18th April, not the Sunday after our 

Rally. see last month Venture for what we 

have arranged for those that wish to 

attend. 

Our next Social M/C  Run will be on 

Sunday the 2nd May. 

Safe Riding 

 Peter Spiller            


