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ENGINEERING SUPPLIES  
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For all your electro -plating and 
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classic car & motorcycle work  
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www.plating.co.nz  

   MDV Ltd 
  

Preserve those precious     memories 
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Photos ï Records ï Audio Cassettes. 

Digital Video Editing service. 
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Compilations, Business Productions. 
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Ph: 07 823 9121  *   Mob: 021 732 635             Email: 
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PRESIDENTS REPORT 

 

This is another first for me, my first report 

covering my first year as President.  

 

I feel very proud to wear my club badge at 

any event, be it at our own branch 

activities, public occasions, or other 

vintage car club branches. We are one of 

the larger branches in the VCC and I 

believe we acquit ourselves well. We run 

quality events and our interbranch activity 

is very strong.  

 

But most importantly I believe we are 

having fun, well at least I know that I am. 

When you look at the photos taken at 

events you can see people smiling and 

even laughing, itõs just what we want!! 

 

In the past year we have catered for 

nearly every range in the VCC. We can tick 

the boxes against, Veteran, Vintage, PV, 

PWV and P60, Motorcycles, Ladies rally, 

and Hill climb. The only area that hasnõt 

generated much interest is the 

commercial, but that could still happen. 

  

There is one common factor that makes 

all these events possible, that is people. 

Without people organising, helping, and 

attending these activities they just would 

not happen. There are too many people to 

mention or name, you know who you are 

and you have my sincere thanks.  

 

I would be a very lonely figure at the end 

of the table if I did not have the support 

of our elected committee. This year we 

have been fortunate to have a full house 

in committee. My sincere thanks to all of 

you for your assistance, guidance and 

commitment, it has meant a lot to me. It 

is through your efforts that the Waikato 

branch continues to grow and be a 

positive force in the VCC movement.  

 

I hope my fellow club members have 

enjoyed the activities that have occurred 

over the past year, but the future is more 

exciting than the past. The future is 

where the growth is, the new activities, 

new members, new ideas, and more fun.  

I would be honoured to be elected for a 

further year should you, as members, so 

desire.  

 

Graham Pate.  
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Secretary 

 

Our annual Kairangi Hillclimb in mid-

September is now on the horizon.  If you 

plan to enter this yearõs event you will 

need a current VCC Historic Racing 

Licence for yourself plus a VIC and a log-

book for your vehicle.  If you donõt 

currently have these documents, now is 

the time to get the application forms in 

for all of them.  If you already have them, 

check your documents to ensure that 

they do not require renewal.  Donõt forget 

also that Post 1960 open cars need an 

approved roll bar fitted. 

 

Some members will know of a great 

vintage enthusiast, Don (Curly) Sanders 

who lived in Glenview.  At aged 85, Don 

who had a working life in factory and 

plant maintenance and was multi-skilled 

in restoration work, recently passed away.  

A few years ago, he was kind enough to 

loan his Bradbury veteran motorcycle to 

the Club for display during the 19th 

National Motorcycle Rally held in 

Cambridge.  One of his major projects, a 

restored steam road roller, is now on 

display in Taumarunui. 

 

The Maungatautari Hall Centenary 

Committee is seeking a 1911 car to help 

with their forthcoming celebrations.  If you 

have, or know of one available to assist, 

could you let me know the details.  

Maungatautari Hall is in Leamington, on 

the road to Karapiro. 

 

The VCC of NZ has available to members 

free of charge, a cast brass badge for use 

on vehicles which have reached 100 

years of age.  If you have a qualifying 

vehicle with a VIC supporting itõs age, one 

of these badges in semi-finished form can 

be obtained by sending in the appropriate 

form which is available from myself. 

 

One or two local members have indicated 

that their new membership card has not 

yet arrived from Christchurch despite 

their subscription having been paid some 

time ago.  If this is the case for you too, 

please let me know so that it can be 

sorted out for you. 

 

The next VCC National Motorcycle Rally is 

to be held in Oamaru in February.  We 

have now received a listing of nearby 

accommodation options with a 

recommendation to book early.  A copy is 

on the clubrooms notice-board, or one 

can be obtained from myself.  

 

Donõt overlook our Branch Annual 

General Meeting to be held on the June 

Clubnight.  This is your opportunity to 

discuss past happenings, to provide input 

about how your club is run and to choose 

your committee for the year ahead.  You 

can hardly complain later if you donõt take 

an interest when you have the chance. 

 

Bob Hayton 

Branch Secretary  

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBER. 

Bruce Weeks is the owner of a 1955 Ariel motorcycle and has joined our club this 
month. Welcome to you Bruce and we are sure that you will enjoy the many events 

that you can take part in. 
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Club Captain 

 

The April club run started at Gail's of 

Tamahere with a scenic run through Te 

Miro and with an option of going over 

Sanatorium hill or a longer run on tar seal 

on French Pass road and on to The Olive 

grove and clay house for lunch and a 

guided tour. It was disappointing that only 

8 cars turned up for what was a beautiful 

day and an inspiring tour of the house 

and gardens which was enjoyed by all 

who attended. 

 

23 cars and one motorcycle put their 

vehicles on show at the Cambridge 

Autumn festival, we were entertained by a 

variety of activities in the main street and 

a most enjoyable day was had by all. Next 

year we have been promised a more 

central position for the display so more of 

the public can enjoy our hobby the way 

we do. 

 

The prize giving dinner attracted over 60 

of our members who enjoyed a delicious 

meal which was prepared by Jenny Patton 

and Marcia Pate. (well done it was a great 

meal) This was served to the tables by a 

group of waiters (club members) Again 

thanks to all who helped. The prizes 

where presented by Graham Pate with the 

exception of the hard luck trophy which 

he received. 

 

John Foot received the attendance 

trophy, Shirley Foot received the 

Clubmanõs trophy, and Ian Patton 

received the Sportsmanõs trophy.  

Bob Hayton and Peter Spiller both 

received cert if icates for their 

contributions to the Venture magazine. 

John Foot, Murray Ashby, Sharman Orr 

and Allan Sharp all received long service 

awards. 

 

The restoration awards went to Theo De 

Leeuw, Neville Mickleson,  Dave Norrish 

and Des Harvey for their outstanding 

restoration work. 

 

Well done to all the trophy and prize 

winners as without the outstanding work 

all of you put in, our club would not be 

what it is today. 

 

Belinda Porteous and Emma-Jane Opie 

from Wolfe Hearing presented a talk on 

hearing loss, its prevention and the 

technology which is available today to 

help correct the hearing loss that so many 

of us have. I am sure most of us learned 

a lot and will look after our hearing in the 

future. Many members took them up on 

their offer of a voucher for a free hearing 

test. 

 

We will be having the night rally (plotted 

by Bruce Murcott) on the 19th of June. 

Please come and enjoy some of the 

Waikatoõs best roads at night when they 

will have a whole new dimension. Bruce 

has put a lot of effort into providing you 

with a night rally to remember so find 

your torch and join us for a great night. 

Keep on Motoring. 

Paul and Carol. 

The information in this newsletter and on the clubõs web site, is supplied as a service to club 

members. Articles and other copy of interest are always welcome and encouraged. The 

opinions expressed in this newsletter and on the clubõs website are those of  the author 

alone. Neither the club nor any of its officers accepts responsibility for the accuracy of any 

statements or opinions. 
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Editorial 

With June here again, for me it marks one 

year of being editor. It shows me once 

again just how fast a year can go by. And 

of course the older we get the faster the 

years seem to go by. I remember that as 

a kid it seemed an eternity to the next 

Christmas. And the Christmas holidays 

just seemed to last for ages. A school 

term was an eternity to endure till the 

next holidays.  Life is like a roll of toilet 

paper - the further you get in to it, the 

quicker it goes! How perceptions change 

over time! 
 
Iõve mentioned previously how 

perceptions of what is an old car can vary 

depending on your point of view. I see 

teenagers today driving what I consider to 

be very modern cars but I have to remind 

myself that my first car was a 1969 

Hillman Hunter. It was just 8 years old 

when I bought it and if I relate that to 

todayõs cars it changes my view. 
 
The big difference I note is that my 

Hillman would be struggling if I tried to do  

80mph. Virtually all cars now of less than 

say 20 years could easily do what we 

referred to as the òTonó. The supposed 

improvements in safety of cars is, I 

believe, equally negated by the increased 

speeds that they are capable of. 
 
I donõt see that increasing the driving age 

will have a real effect on driving ability. 

That comes from experience. We are 

simply going to have slightly older 

inexperienced drivers. I see that the real 

issue is the cars. Perhaps the idea of 

mopeds is not quite right but Morris 

Minors for all beginners could be a go! 
 
Graham mentions in his report the range 

of events that we have had to choose 

from. There are quite a large number of 

members of this Club and not everyone 

likes the same thing. I hope that the 

committee have been able to offer the 

variety that will at least provide variety so 

that all of you can pick some events that 

suit your own circumstances. If this is not 

happening then please make sure your 

feelings are known. 
 
This weekõs budget announced tax cuts 

for virtually everyone. Along side of that is 

an increase in GST. It is quite a simple 

equation for me to work out if I am going 

to be better off. If I spend everything that 

I earn, as I do now, then the minute 

benefit of the tax cut will be no where 

near the 2.5% increase in every thing that 

I need to Purchase. Simple. 
 
As Editor, it is my role to decide on the 2 

awards related to Venture. It was 

refreshing to go back over all the Venture 

magazines for the year and revisit all the 

articles supplied by members. It was a 

good exercise for me in that it drummed 

home to me just how much you members 

have contributed over the year. To all of 

you who have supplied anything for the 

Venture I extend my thanks as Iõm sure 

all the members do. 
 
Well this is the end of my term as editor. I 

hope that you have got some form of 

enjoyment out of my work. I know that I 

have derived some pleasure out of 

putting it together. It is quite a task to 

take on but it is very rewarding seeing the 

finished product. It is even more 

rewarding when I have received 

compliments from members. Thank you 

to all those that have done so. Make sure 

you all get to the AGM to ensure a strong 

leadership of the Club. 

 

Snow van den Broek Ed.V.V.C.C. 
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Reports 

My wife, Rosalie , was born in New 

Plymouth and left there at the age of 

seven so I was able to sell the idea of 

competing in the Maunga Moana rally 

with no trouble at all. 

 

We left Hamilton at 10 oõclock Friday 

morning . The MGB hasnõt got overdrive 

and will cruise all day at 100 kph but is 

happiest at 3000 revs, which equates to 

about 95/96 kph so we just sat on those 

revs up hill and down dale and pulled over 

when Nissatoyabishi things came up 

behind. 

 

Rosalie had packed a lunch and we 

stopped on a hill south of PioPio to eat, 

and I must say this is one of the most 

enjoyable parts of classic motoring. 

 

Arrived at Hawera at  2.30 and sat 

studying a map to locate our Motel when 

we both looked up through the 

windscreen and saw, just two driveways 

ahead, the sign for our motel. Duh! 

 

Soon other classic cars appeared and we 

could start to get the anticipation  for the 

event. There were 79 listed entries and  

20 of these were from Waikato so we 

were well represented. 

 

The Rally started with straightforward 

instructions  and then midway through 

the morning changed to a straight-line 

format. Still all was going well until in the 

middle of Eltham we encountered an off-

course check! Oh no, the people on the 

check said go back to Bridge street , turn 

left and then left again at a Ferguson 

tractor and youõll be back on course. The 

trouble is we couldnõt find a Ferguson 

tractor. So after milling around with about 

75% of the other entrants I went back and 

asked them again. Okay it wasnõt a 

Ferguson tractor but a 1926 Fordson and 
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To the Editor, 

I wish to thank the Club for taking advantage of a very brief window of opportunity to 

present me with my 35 year long service badge. I was on a flying visit and this 

presentation was the last thing in my mind. I was already emotionally moved that my 

hosts, Wally and Valmae, would consider organising a gathering of friends for a dinner, 

but the inspired thought of Graham Pate to present the badge and invite even more 

people that I have most irritated over the years to share the occasion, moved me close 

to tears. 

 

The Club has the ability of creating a sense of belonging and I miss it greatly. Iõll be 

back!! 

 

Happy trails to you all,  

Sharman Orr 

Reports 

I knew where that was so away we went 

again.  

 

It was a very good trap on the line map 

because the road we should have taken 

wasnõt easy to see, looking almost like a 

driveway, but there was a signpost in the 

trees and so hats off to the organisers. 

You got us and a lot of others too. Iõve 

tried to show the trap in the attached 

photograph but it doesnõt show very 

clearly, sorry. Anyway, fair cop and as I 

keep saying to try and convince myself, 

itõs no fun if you donõt have a bit of 

trouble! 

 

From there it was no trouble to the lunch 

stop although one of the tulip diagrams 

was a bit different to the actual 

intersection shape. It showed a road 

bearing left off the outside of a right-

hander, but the actual road was more an 

acute left. But, hey Iõm getting picky. 

Nice easy afternoon run, although the MG 

exhaust took a hammering on the crown 

of the metal road even though I tried to 

keep the R/H wheels on the crown. 

However [ I think] all entrants missed the 

first two silent checks. 

 

Great dinner that night, in great company 

and, yes, Taranaki we enjoyed ourselves 

and would like to come back again. Must 

sharpen up on our navigating for the 

Double Fifty. 

 

Overall Hamilton to Hamilton the MG did  

520 miles and averaged 32.2 mpg and 

didnõt miss a beat. 

 

Brian and Rosalie Skudder 
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Reports 

 

 
I would like to thank those members who supported the Rotary Club of Te Rapa by 

displaying their cars in the car show that was held on Sunday 11th April. The show was 

to raise funds for the Ryder Cheshire Foundation in St. Andrews who help people with 

disabilities get back in to the community. Thanks, Joe Bruntlett. 

 

 

 

 

The members involved were; Tony Brierly - Morris Oxford, Danny Ryan - Jaguar and 

Lancia, Chris Brown - Buick, Greg Terrill - MG, Roy Rowe - Lincoln Zephyr, Stu Clotworthy 

- Graham Paige, Eric Rogers - MG and Dodge, Joe Bruntlett - Ford 10 Special and 

Plymouth 
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Reports 

 

 
 
 

 
It was the intention of the Club that the 
Prize giving event should take on a more 
auspicious note so this year it was held on 
Saturday 8th May and included a dinner 
for all that attended. More than sixty 
members enjoyed the evening and the 
fact that people were still  there at 
10.30pm indicates that it was a success! 
 
Jenny Patton had undertaken to prepare 
the meal and with Marcia Pateõs help they 
did an awesome job of it! Along with assis-
tance from a number of helpers the meal 
was readied and then served to the tables 
which is not the norm for a club dinner. 
Quite a good touch. 
 
A video of the Double Fifty Rally that was 
held in 2008 was showing on the screen 
and later this changed to a slide show of 
various events that have taken place over 
the past year. This proved popular for 
those watching. 

Badges in recognition of long membership 
of the club are part of the presentations 
and four were awarded this year. Shar-
man Orr, who, along with Patsy, are tem-
porarily living in Perth, had been awarded 
his 35 year membership badge at a din-
ner two weeks previously while he was 
back here visiting. 

 

 
 

 
During the evening Murray Ashby was 
awarded his 35 year badge, with Alan 
Sharp and John Foot both receiving     
recognition of 25 year membership. 

DINNER 
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As Editor I presented Bob Hayton with his 
prize for the best article for the Venture 
and Peter Spiller with his prize for being 
the best contributor to the magazine. 
 
Certificates for completion of vehicle res-
torations were awarded to Neville Mickle-
son for the work he has done on his Jawa 
Californian motorcycle, Des Harvey  for his 
Honda CB750 Motorcycle and Theo de 
Leeuw - 1928 Packard Phaeton, and Dave 
Norrish, a 1959 Morris Minor. 

The annual award for attendance at club 
activities went to John Foot, recognising 
the large number of events he takes part 
in. 

Ian Patton was awarded the Sportsman  
trophy in recognition of his efforts organis-
ing events and activities. This proved a 
popular decision. 

Paul Fussy presented Graeme Pate with 
the award for the worst run of luck over 
the year, the Hard Luck trophy.  

All those that were present on the evening 
were asked to vote for the Clubman of the 
year and this resulted in Shirley Foot tak-
ing that award. 
 
It  was a great night out and really proved 

CONT. P14 
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Home Events Ahead 

 JUNE 

Wednesday 2nd  Committee Meeting 

Sat/Sun 5 -6th  Double Fifty Rally 

Wednesday 9th  Annual General Meeting 

Sunday 13th  Club Motorcycle Run 

Saturday 19th  Club event - Night Rally 

JULY 

Wednesday 7th  Committee Meeting 

Wednesday 14th Club Night - short film making  

Saturday 24th  Club Event - Day trip to Te Aroha 

AUGUST 

Wednesday 4th  Committee Meeting 

Wednesday 11th Club Night - Jeremy Newell - Serious Crash 

    Investigation 

Sunday 15th  Club Motorcycle Run 

Sunday 22nd  Ladies Rally 

 




