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Norton WD16H 

Welcome to 2012.  By the time you read this Christmas Day will be a recent 
memory, and New Year‟s Eve probably a hazy memory.  
 

I hope that you had a lovely time with your families and friends and didn‟t eat or 
drink too much, but of course that depends on your definition of too much.  I have 
found that my definition has changed over the years; I think it is called the ageing 
process.  
 

In case anybody is interested, I spent 6 days filming at the Hobbit set in Matamata.  
It was a lot of fun;  met some interesting people, including Peter Jackson.  We had 
some long days, one 4am start and one 9.30pm finish, thankfully not on the same 
day.  The costumes and sets were just amazing; also the attention to detail was just 
incredible.  As extras we were treated extremely well, and the quality and quantity of 
food supplied was fantastic.  No wonder Hobbits are short round people.  It was the 
sort of experience that you only get once in your life, so that is now ticked off my 
bucket list. 
 

The year of 2012 is going to be very interesting, especially for Marcia and I.  We are 
taking the plunge and going on a 3 month holiday; the longest holiday we have ever 
had was 3 weeks in the South Island about 15 years ago.  We will be away from 
early April to early July.  
 

Of course a lot closer is the 2012 International Rally in Wanganui.  There are 48 
Waikato entrants attending this rally, a very good turnout of our members.  If you are 
like me you will be doing all the last minute jobs on your vehicle getting it ready for 
the relatively short trip to Wanganui.  I am sure we are going to enjoy ourselves, the 
entertainment sounds fantastic and the event at Manfeild should be very 
entertaining.  So we hope to see you all at the camping ground sometime, it would 
be good to be able to get a group photo at some stage. See you all down there.  
 

There is one matter that your committee would appreciate some feedback on: We 
have made the decision to trial a combined Vintage and Veteran Event.  This was 
mainly done to make the combined event larger and more enjoyable.  The Veteran 
and Vintage vehicles would of course be on different routes but combining at the 
start and the finish, and with a larger social event in the evening.  This of course 
disadvantages the people who enter both events, so we would like to hear 
comments from members who have opinions to express on this matter.  It is of 
course not set in concrete so changes can be made.  

President’s Report 
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2011 finished on a MAGICAL note.  We had a delightful Christmas Social evening 
on the 10

th
 December.  Over 50 members came out in their finery to socialise and 

share the Christmas spirit with fellow club members.  (I am still trying very hard to 
turn my tow rope into a fanbelt, but it just isn‟t working).  My sincere thanks to Jenny 
Patton and her helpers for organising a Magical evening.  
 
Then of course our last club night, the showing of “The Bucket List”, a very funny 
film with a great story.  Yet again another fun night with ice-cream and jaffas and 
lots of laughs. 
 
A warm welcome to all our new members, please come along and get involved, 
trust me you will enjoy yourselves.  
 
So fellow club members I hope you have enjoyed the past 12 months as much as I 
have.  2012 is going to be a great year, full of exciting adventures, dreams to fulfil 
and a bucket list to check off.  
 
Wanganui won‟t be the same after the Waikato contingent hits town. So let‟s all 
polish our vehicles, hit the road and keep driving.  
 
Graham Pate.   

 

 
 

Sunday 8th January 2011  
from 10.00am. 

 

Adjacent to the new Tamahere 
Community Hall, Devine Road 

                                       (off SH1/ Tamahere Interchange) 
 

Put your entry in, dig out the old moped or scooter, 
 organise the kids or grand-kids and come along for a great 

picnic day at a very pleasant location. 
 

Enquiries to Organiser: Ron Tuck Ph. (07) 889 7231  
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Another tall timber has fallen!  Sadly our member Dave Sell passed away at the very 
end of November following a period of deteriorating health.  Until recently, Dave had 
been a regular branch event attendee and a VCC Speed Steward with oversight for 
many of the Club‟s speed events held around the North Island. 
 

National Office in Christchurch will be closed from 23
rd

 December for the Christmas/
New Year period, re-opening on Wednesday 4

th
 January 2012. 

 

For wet day activity over the holidays, you could try the plaque design competition for 
the Branch Ladies Rally – a great opportunity to get in touch with your artistic side. 
 

Some competitors have been asking for a longer hillclimb course.  Under discussion 
at the committee table is the option of extending the current 1km Kairangi course 
back from the start point towards the Robinson Road intersection.  If you have any 
comments or opinions on this suggestion, please forward them to Chief Marshal 
Chris Brown on 07 849 3534 or email to backflow1@xtra.co.nz and they will get 
consideration 
 

Hamilton V&CCC have invited our members to join them on a Mid-Summer Day Out 
on Sunday 22

nd
 January.  As this date falls within the period of the Wanganui Rally, 

quite naturally many of you will be away from home.  But for any of you still here and 
looking for something to do that day, 12.30pm at the Hungerford Street entrance to 
Hamilton Gardens.  Participation is $4 per car and byo picnic, drinks, chairs, etc. 
 

Jillian and I are off to the South Island over the Christmas and New Year period, so 
this issue of Venture is being put to bed a little earlier than normal.  Not too early 
though to wish you all a Very Enjoyable and Successful Year Ahead in 2012, with 
lots of interesting club activities to take part in, and the opportunity to see your 
experiences recorded in glorious black and white on the pages of Venture. 
 

I have entry forms for the Eastern BoP Branch „East Coast Rally‟ (5
th

 February), the 
Gisborne „Three Rivers Rally‟ (11

th
 February), Hawkes Bay „Art Deco‟ (17-19

th
 

February), Auckland Branch Motorcycle Tour based at Miranda (24-26
th

 February) 
and the Taupo Branch Lake Rally (9-11

th
 March).  

 

Bob Hayton 

Secretary 

An invitation to all those budding artists out there 
Our Ladies Rally requires a plaque 

 
Design a fitting plaque to help us  

celebrate the Ladies Rally.   
 

 

Send in your ideas via post to PO Box 924, Hamilton 3240 
or email to waikato@vcc.org.nz    Deadline 31 January. 
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Club Captain 

Our final event for the year was great fun - nice to see everyone dressed up to the 
nines and what a great idea of Jenny‟s to have a magician entertain us all.  Gordon 
piping us into dinner was a special treat. 
 
The booking list for the New Year‟s Day paddleboat cruise on Lake Maraetai is now 
full, but a „wait list‟ is in operation.  The club cruise will be of two hours duration, but 
the boat operator plans another two hour public trip immediately to follow at 3.00pm 
which will be available for anyone that misses out on the first one.  The charge for 
club members on this one will be a discounted $25 per person, compared to the 
normal $35 price.  If you are booked for the club cruise pay Reg or Karyle Ridley on 
the day, but for the second one you should pay the boat operator direct. 
 
Blue Smoke and Pedals follows on from this the following weekend - don‟t forget to 
bring along any grandchildren and any bigger kids that you can find. 
 
On Sunday 12 February, there will be an event with a bit of a difference.  Ian Patton 
has kindly offered the loan of a „piece of dirt‟ on the north side of Hamilton where we 
will be able to have a bit of fun with some mud - so prepare to get your cars a little 
dirty or come along and watch. 
 
 
Keep those wheels turning 
Your committee 
 
 

 

CLUB EVENT - SUNDAY 12 FEBRUARY 

A MUD GYMKHANA 

 

There will be mud, there will be water, 

There will be compulsory fun. 

Don’t expect to come home with a  

clean car 

 

See next month’s Venture for time and 

venue. 
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Christmas Social Evening 
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Norton WD-16H 

A little while ago (well 2 ½ years now) I received a pxt from Sydney of a Norton 
WD16H, a WWII army 500cc side valve single.  The sender knew less about these 
bikes than me (which then was very little), and with hindsight I don‟t think had his 
glasses on.  But I had been quietly looking for a girder forked Norton, side valves 
being less desirable are more affordable and my dear old Dad was a WWII dispatch 
rider in the British Army, so this seemed a good fit.  Described as having been 
restored in the past and regularly ridden since, I did what you shouldn‟t do and 
bought it over the phone, price about right for a useable but scruffy bike. 
 
So the bike arrived, much to my wife‟s surprise it turns out.  Fortunately even the 
perfect storm eventually subsides.  Superficially the bike is complete in a well used 
sort of way.  Mostly black, chrome tank with dark red infill a (Royal Enfield colour – 
“warning, ex India”).  The chrome has rust spots, as expected, but the prep for the 
last paint job was poor (non existent?), the paint flakes if looked at too hard, which 
hints at things to come. 
 
Being a newby to imported vehicles and assuming vinning is just a paper war, I leap 
into the process before having the bike warrantable, so fall at the first hurdle. But 
only a few small items had to be remedied and the bike is quite quickly street legal.  
I did have to return to the testing shop to kick start the old girl when the test gent 
failed in his efforts.  First kick when I arrived was rather satisfying. 
 
Having passed the vinning, a detailed look over the bike followed and the closer we 
looked the more that needed doing, this probably has a familiar ring to it I imagine. 
A less than complete list of improvements follows; 

276 carb VERY worn, decide to buy new, this proves to be very nicely made 
including a chrome slide, delivery from Amal ex UK in under 7 days. 

Drive chain and sprockets, only 16 out of 43 teeth are intact on the rear - 
crikey! The well ridden part is correct.  Also fit a new gearbox sprocket in the 
larger civilian size. 

Primary drive came  apart;  broken rollers are noticed on the chain. 

Chronometric speedo needs a birthday, drive cable missing and a correct 
drive gearbox is sourced. 

Right front axle nut has been cross threaded and then tightened with a BF 
spanner. New stainless axle set sourced ex Australia, nicely made but nuts 
are non Whitworth size so have to befoul the toolkit with a modern spanner. 

Wiring loom is an assortment of randomly coloured and sized wires, with oily 
twisted connections. A replacement ex Bruce Carrad is sourced.  

Valve seats well recessed, should have had new seats fitted, and possibly 
(hopefully) explains continued poor open road performance. 

Barrel found to be resleeved to standard bore, with very little wear on the 
rings, (this is the restored bit on the bike.) 

Bottom end, Indian made bearings held in place with shim metal were a 
delight to behold, as was the pitted crank pin and shim in the big end of the 
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con rod. All remedied/replaced.  

Dynamo proves to be cosmetic only, a full recondition by Norm Maddock 
finds only 2 useable parts, one being the shell! 

Magneto recondition via Lynda Maddock is found to be marginally better. 

Replaced the chaincase oil level bolt, which was a metric bolt wrapped in 
duct tape. 

Fuel tank leak repaired, fractured from lack of rubber washers on the tank  
mounts. 

One oil tank top bracket to make and the bottom bracket on the oil tank is 
fractured due to vibes from the lack of a top bracket. 

Gauze on oil feed line has also partially fallen off, some gunge found in the 
oilways but nothing serious – at least not now that it‟s found.  

Gear indicator bolt, sourced and drilled/machined, allowing greasing of the 
positive stop mechanism.  

After much thought, 12V battery fitted together with a modern regulator which 
fits in the original Lucas cover. 12V halogen hi/lo bulb and LED pilot and tail/
stop lamps fitted. 

Girder fork refurb, a full week‟s work for Ken McIntosh! Phew, but very nicely 
done.  I have since had the pleasure of meeting someone whose forks were 
“even worse than yours”. 

 
So with all that done I have so far peaked at a breathtaking 55MPH on a slight 
downhill run, but 60-65MPH should be possible on the flat.  The only problem so far 
being strained face muscles and bugs in teeth from excessive grinning.  
 
Items still to be resolved include a poor front brake, the Magdyno mounting and the 
poor open road performance. 
 
In summary I now have more money in the bike than it is worth in sale value, but it 
is a keeper so my heirs can worry about that one day.  Hopefully in the new year I 
will start appearing at Waikato VCC rides on the old girl, or on a Wideline ES2 I 
have since stumbled across. 
 

Iain Brown 
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Have you ever noticed how old cars always seem to belong to their restorers or their 
previous owners.   People often say “there goes so and so in such and such‟s car”. 
 

We own several old cars and they are always someone else‟s and probably always 
will be!  Jillian has asked me to write about one of my cars for the Club‟s Magazine 
so here goes. 
 

This is the story of Bob Wilson‟s car. 
 

Bob Wilson‟s car is a 1923 23/60 Vauxhall, technically speaking that is.  It wasn‟t 
always Bob Wilson‟s car as it was ordered from the Vauxhall Motor Car Company in 
Luton, England in 1921 by a Mr C E Husband Esquire, a farmer from Tasmania. 
 

The car was shipped to Hobart as an engine and chassis and Mr Husband who later 
referred to it as Chas, which I gather was posh for Charlie , ordered a six seater 
body from the Launceston Carriage Company.  All this cost old Charlie nine hundred 
and forty one quid from the Vauxhall agent – the Car Mart Limited of Piccadilly, 
London.  What a futuristic name that must have been in 1921!  Customs hooked him 
a further seven pounds eight shillings and ten pence and the Launceston Carriage 
Company were paid one hundred and eighty five pounds, ten shillings, charging five 
pound ten shillings for the supply and fitting of side curtains as an extra.  All up 
Charlie was lighter by about eleven hundred and thirty three pounds and some 
shillings and some pence but my calculator doesn‟t have enough columns to add 
those up! 
 

I bet he felt like a millionaire driving his new car, though I wonder if they used that 
expression in 1921, perhaps he was a hundred thousandaire.  
 

He had ordered heavier springs, a larger fuel tank, special heavy duty wire wheels 
and even a spare wheel, with heavy duty Dunlop tyres which he was invoiced for 
separately – probably told the IRD they were for his tractor!  Some things never 
change! 
 

Charlie sold his Vauxhall in 1934 and she disappeared until 1979 when a Dr Ian 
Barker from Shepperton bought her.  I wonder if anyone ever said to him “Hey – 
that‟s Charlie Husband‟s old car”! 
 

Dr Barker restored and rebuilt the car into a replica of the “presentation car” – a 
Wensum Bodied Sports Tourer, but never got it finished. 
 

The 23/60 chassis was shorted to the same length as a 30/98 sport model,  the 4.1 
litre 4 cylinder overhead valve engine was rebuilt to 30/98 specs – from 25 horse 
power to 90 horse power with high compression head.  The four speed gearbox was 
overhauled and more than old Charlie has spent in total was spent on the diff, axles 
and springs. 
 

Probably more than old Charlie‟s farm was worth was spent building the aluminum 
body in the Wensum Boat Tail style which incorporated the original scuttle, radiator 
and bonnet, and the fuel tank – being larger when new remember.  And an obscene 

THE OLD CAR WORLD IS A FUNNY PLACE 
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sum was spent procuring the correct instruments and refurbishing the same. 
Sadly Dr Barker never finished the car and so it was never named after him.  He sold 
it to Bob Wilson of Brisbane in 1987 who finished the car and participated in the 
Darwin to Canberra, Australian Bi-centenary rally in 1989.  This was it‟s first public 
outing and the car was used quite regularly until 1996 “when it suffered a racing 
incident” at the opening of the new car racing circuit at Ipswich.  This is polite for “he 
smacked it” but to be fair to Bob it was the spokes in a rear wheel that collapsed and 
the car kissed the Armco on the Sweeper! 
 

The silver bodied Boat Tail Vauxhall was repaired and painted black, as I imagine it 
is hard to hide bondy fill on a polished body.  I am told it was A$11,000.00 for a 
silversmith to make a new radiator surround so they didn‟t -  the surround was 
painted black too.  Old Charlie would have been beside himself! 
 

The car was sold soon after and imported to New Zealand by Keith and Dianne 
Humphreys of the Waitemata Branch and sold to us in 2007.  The Humphreys never 
referred to the car as Bob Wilson‟s car, they called her Black Beauty! 
 

She has done 45,000 miles now and is currently in bits getting a tidy up in time for 
her outing to Wanganui next year. 
 

Our first event with the car and our first vintage car anything really was a tour of the 
South Island with sixteen cars from Australia, five from the UK and about nine cars 
from New Zealand.  These were Pomeroy Vauxhalls, mostly 30/98‟s, and that is 
when we were told about sixteen times we were driving Bob Wilson‟s car. 
 

Like a lot of vintage cars she has evolved over time, a bit like the 100 year old axe 
that‟s had two new heads and two new handles.  Every owner has done a bit to 
make her more user friendly.  She was only recently fitted with front brakes following 
the discovery of a braked front axle from a trailer in Australia.  The Wensum body is 
considered the most attractive body style by many Vauxhall admirers. 
 

We like our car a lot and don‟t mind it being called Bob Wilson‟s car.  We like to use it 
and we like it looking a bit used. 
 
It‟s raining as I write this so she is 
resting in the shed with Robbie 
Oswald‟s Plymouth, Trevor 
Froggett‟s Chev, the young guy‟s 
Riley Elf from Wellington and the 
property developer‟s Daimler body 
– he went broke and never paid 
the painter so if I finish that myself 
I might own it! 
 
 
 

Ian Patton 
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Sun 1 New Year’s Day Run - Lake Maraetai Cruise - See Page 17 

Sun 8 Blue Smoke and Pedals, Tamahere - see Page 4 

Wed 11 Informal Clubnight 
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Wed 1 Committee Meeting 

Wed 8 Club Night 

Sun 12 Club Event - Mud Gymkhana 

Sat 3 Vintage Venture Rally - See Page 18 
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Wed 7 Committee Meeting 

Wed 14 Club Night 

Sat/Sun 17/18 Commercial Campout - See Page 17 

Events Ahead         Home 

EAST COAST RALLY 
Eastern Bay of Plenty 

WAITANGI WEEKEND  
4-6 FEBRUARY 2012 

  

Enjoy the local attractions on Saturday 4th, or join us for an  
arranged visit followed by BBQ meal and nog 'n' natter. 

Rally proper on Sunday 5th (included touring class )  
Catered meal and prize giving on Sunday evening. 

Enquires: Rally Secretary - Lorraine Stock 

ph 07 3087890 email alan.lorraine@clear.net.nz 

JANUARY CLUBNIGHT 
WED 11 JANUARY 

 

Informal night - Clubrooms open and BBQ lit at 
6.30pm to cook your BYO dinner, have a chinwag 

and a Wanganui Rally Preparation Session 

mailto:alan.lorraine@clear.net.nz
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Sat 7 Far North VCC Autospectacular 

Mon-Fri 16-27 2012 Wanganui Rally 

F
E

B
  

Sat-Mon 4-6 Eastern BOP VCC East Coast Rally 

Sat 11 Gisborne Three Rivers Rally 

Fri-Sun 17-19 Hawkes Bay Art Deco 

Fri-Sun 9-11 Taupo Lake Rally M
A

R
 Sun 25 BOP VCC - Hillclimb 

Events Ahead         Away 

PLEASE NOTE  - CLOSING DATE FOR THE  

FEBRUARY EDITION OF THE VENTURE  

WILL BE SUNDAY 08 JANUARY 

BAY OF PLENTY VCC HILL CLIMB 

Trig Road North Waihi 

Sponsored by BOP Discount Tyres & Summit Tyres 
 

SUNDAY 25 MARCH 2012 
 

Run under Vintage Car Club speed event regulations. 
Driver must have vehicle identity card, NZ historic racing 
licence, current VCC membership card and VCC log book. 
 
Entry forms from secretary: 
Carole Lindsay 23 Coopers Road Greerton 
Tauranga 3112  07 5789 579 carn@clear.net.nz 
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Ian David Ross (Dave) SELL (1941 – 2011) 
Late VCC of NZ Speed Steward 
 

Dave was born in Dunedin when the family farmed at 
Balclutha, later attending Waitaki Boys High School at 
Oamaru.  When he was 14 years old, the family moved to 
Taupo where Mr. Sell Snr. ran a camp ground in the town 
and the young lad took up an apprenticeship as a motor 
mechanic.  However, side effects from the chemicals and 
other fluids involved in the business meant that this was 
not to be his life‟s work.   

 

Later the family moved again, this time to Hastings, where father and son both 
worked at the freezing works and Dave took up speedway, racing TQ and Midget 
speed cars with quite some success.  
 

By 1970 he had washed up in Auckland, where he met Marion, working on the 
North Shore as a loss assessor, as well as on the ferries, while studying to become 
a marine engineer.  An interesting period was later spent on the boat „Stella‟ 
servicing lighthouses until these were automated and the job disappeared. 
 

A spell at Tasman Pulp & Paper with 10 acres on the side to raise pigs and grow 
produce hydroponically came to a premature end when the mill made their boiler 
operator redundant.  20 acres at Edgecumbe and kiwifruit was the next move, until 
in 1993 Dave purchased Bish Automotive Ltd in Hamilton, who operated at that 
time as dismantlers principally of BMC products, Mini‟s and the like.  Seeing the 
writing on the wall with this allegiance, Dave refocused the operation on the 
emerging Japanese product side of the business, principally Honda and Nissan, 
and renamed the operation Allied Auto Parts, operating from a depot in Higgins 
Road, Frankton.  Later, with a manager in there, he widened his involvement in the 
auto business with interests in a car sales yard and vehicle rental activities. 
 

Then, in May 1998 he joined the Waikato Branch of the Vintage Car Club whilst 
doing restoration work on his 1926 Buick Sedan, which he and Marion entered in 
the 2000 Rally held at Mystery Creek complex.  At the following international event 
held at Invercargill in 2006 they were there again, but this time in a 1948 Ford 
Bonus.  Local members will also have seen the Mk.2 Jaguar, the Sprite and more 
recently the little Austin A40 Farina. 
 

However, the motor-sport flame was obviously still burning, as when the Branch 
was looking for assistance with organising the annual Kairangi Hillclimb a few 
years ago, Dave was quick to put up his hand.  When vacancies occurred at 
national level, after a couple of years he was progressed from local involvement to 
become a VCC Speed Steward officiating at events around the North Island until 
failing health brought an end to that activity a year or two ago. 
 

Family members spoke in glowing terms at Dave’s funeral service of this varied 
life, his involvement as a toastmaster and of a kindly family man who clearly loved 
his workshop, his children and grandchildren.   He will be missed by them and his 
fellow Vintage Car Club members too.  

                                                                                                  Bob Hayton 
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FOR SALE or AUCTIONED IN NEW ZEALAND 

RARE 1920’s VINTAGE STANDARD CARS 

 
  1928   1924     Len        1927  1926            
 

An opportunity to purchase some Standard Vintage motor cars restored by Len 
Browell of Wanganui.  All have New Zealand registrations, are in running order and 
have been recently used in rallies.  As advertised on; 
www.trademe.co.nz; ebay and Classic Car Fair. Pre War cars 
 
1924 STANDARD WARWICK SOFT TOP. Overhead valve. Probably only 10 of 
this model are left in the World. 
 

1926 STANDARD DOCTORS COUPE.  Overhead valve, English V4 chassis, New 
Zealand  built body.  Unique as far as is known. 
 

1927 STANDARD 18/36 SALOON.   6 cylinder overhead valve. „Gentleman‟s Car‟ 
All leather upholstery.  The only one left in the World. Power assisted brakes.   
 

1928 STANDARD EXMOUTH FABRIC BODY  6 cylinder side valve.  Believed to 
be only two left in the world.  One other last known whereabouts at Sittingbourne, 
Kent UK. 

 
Any cars not sold prior will be auctioned at Springvale Sports Centre, Wanganui, 
New Zealand by Hayward‟s Auctions (Telephone number 0064 (0)6 347 8425) 
during the International VCC 2012 Car rally 23

rd
 January 2012.  

Also to be auctioned will be a vast collection of Automobilia. 
 
HISTORY LINK; http://www.standardmotorclub.org.uk/cars/edwardian%20and%
20veteran/features/browett.htm 

For more information on any of these cars please contact: 
Frank Browell          (06) 343 2531 or 

Frances Ashby          0210385637 email; stuartfred@infogen.net.nz 

http://www.trademe.co.nz
mailto:stuartfred@infogen.net.nz
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CLUB BADGES FOR SALE 
These are available from the Badge & Trophy Guardian;Shirley Foot  (07) 823 5641 

 

  Lapel or Cap Badges - enamelled  $5.00   each 

  Car Bumper Badges - cast in brass $35.00 each 

  Windscreen Transfers   $2.00   each 

  Club Emblem Jacket Patches  2 for $5.00 

  Number Plate Surrounds   $15.00 pair 

  Rally Number Holders   $10.00 each 

A mixed collection of ten cars turned up at Mitre 10‟s carpark at „The Base‟ for the 
start of a scenic run through the backroads of Hamilton and Ngaruawahia to finish 
up at Pukemiro - the base for an incredible collection of old bush railway engines 
and rolling stock kept operating by a team of just twenty volunteers. 
 
Sadly the weather turned to custard soon after we headed off and didn‟t let up for 
the duration.  On arrival at Pukemiro we all piled into the little train station to get our 
tickets and the smell of the sausage sizzle was too much for most of us to turn 
down.  Armed with food and tickets we all managed to find a seat in the two 
carriages.  Fortunately the train‟s carriages were enclosed so no one got wet.  As it 
was the final open day for the year there were a lot of enthusiasts (I even spotted 
Merv Smith - now there‟s a blast from the past) there to enjoy the smell of diesel and 
have a look around the vast sheds. 
 
With a toot and a shudder the train was off up the slight incline passing through 
bush, cuttings and some open places.  When you could see beyond the bush there 
were some quite steep drops.  With two packed carriages full of young and old, it 
was a great experience and just wonderful to know that there are still people 
dedicated to preserving these parts of our heritage. 
 
Lunch was had under what little shelter we could muster but that didn‟t dampen the 
enthusiasm of the day.  After lunch a wander around the sheds was a must - to see 
the work in progress.  The woodwork was being redone on a carriage and what a 
task that looks to be - stripping right back and removing the rotten wood to be 
replaced with the new.  Another shed had some engines in various states of 
disrepair, but no doubt in time to come they will once again be shining examples of 
their era. 
 
Thanks to Jeremy and Barbara Brook for arranging the trip - having never visited the 
place before it was a great day out.  
 
Jillian Hayton 

Pukemiro Bush Railway 
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WAIKATO 
COMMERCIAL 

WEEKEND 
 

 

 

SAT/SUN MARCH l7th & 18th 2012 

 

CAMPOUT — MOTELLING — BILLETING 

 

Further enquires contact:- 

Terry Pidduck   027 2726319 

    Evenings 07 825 0583 

    Email: tnbapidduck@xtra.co.nz 

or 

Bryan Cossey   Evenings 07 827 7710 

    Email: cosseycartage@slingshot.co.nz 

 

Entry forms will be in the next Venture 

NEW YEAR’S DAY - MARK THIS ONE DOWN 
 

WE ARE TAKING A  TRIP ON THE 

HISTORIC (EX WANGANUI RIVER) 

PADDLEBOAT “OTUNUI” 

ON LAKE MARAETAI.   
 
 

Meet at Karapiro Lookout in time to leave at 10.00am.  

Come early and The Café will be open  

for your first coffee of the year 
 

Although the boat is now fully booked, there is a ‘waiting list’ operating or the 
chance of a trip on a later public cruise.  Not a boatie? Then join us for a drive on 
quiet country roads and bring your picnic to lunch with friends. 
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ATTENTION ALL VINTAGE  

VEHICLE OWNERS 

 

WE NEED YOU! 
 

You are invited to join us for the annual  

VINTAGE VENTURE 

It will held Saturday 3rd March 2012 

 

Starting and finishing at the Clubrooms, MacLean Street, 

Cambridge, it will be a relaxing 80 miles of beautiful  

scenic countryside, followed by a sumptuous dinner 

 and award presentation. 

 

You are encouraged to dress in your best  

vintage attire to make a colourful occasion. 

òFOUNDó 

 

A soft top support saddle was found in 
Pickering Road several weeks after the 
Veteran Rally.  If your veteran is missing 
this piece of equipment, 
please ring Paul Clark (07) 8562737a.h. 
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Well another year has rolled by; let us hope Mother Nature will be 
kinder to us next year and our members in Christchurch can have 
a better time of it.  Hopefully the rebuild can start, as when we 
visited in May it was not a good scene. 
 

I would like to thank all those who have helped make the motor 
cycle section so enjoyable this year.  The people who offered to 
host us, Barrie, Les and Terry (the back up team) and  the people 
that come along, as without you we do not have a section. 
 

Our last run of the year and a baker‟s dozen of bikes both older and newer, rather 
like their riders, set off from the clubrooms to navigate their way around a 
meandering country run to Dave Nordell‟s restoration workshop in Kihikihi.  What a 
great site to see Ron Fey back at the helm of his BSA outfit and a bevy of BMW‟s 
along for the ride.  Murray‟s newly acquired Moto-Guzzi turned heads too. 
 

Once there, we found that Paul and Colin had beaten us to it in the white MG‟A‟ and 
were deep in discussion with Dave – a secret restoration in the pipeline, boys?  
Steve and Cazna turned up in their Lotus Seven and a few odd bods in moderns 
produced quite a crowd to listen to Dave‟s explanations about various aspects of the 
Bugatti restorations he is currently involved in. 
 

Of particular interest was the touring Type 44 engine – cast en-bloc and a straight 
eight of 3 litres I believe, with several unusual features which all needed explaining.  
The owner had thought it time for an oil change, but checking the filter carefully 
found traces of white metal residue.  Wisely, the motor was checked over, only to 
find the big end bearing surfaces breaking up.  Further inspection found seven 
broken teeth on the diff. pinion and a severely worn gearbox.  This is going to be one 
expensive oil change – hope he has a good job! 
 

There‟s always a silver lining, isn‟t there – we got to see various parts of Bugatti 
1930‟s engineering normally hidden from the eyes of mere mortals!  We also got to 
hear about the DKW scooter restoration and plans for a couple of early Riley chassis 
– work for years to come!  It never ceases to amaze the skills one can find in quiet 
backwaters around the country and the enthusiasm of skilled artisans to share their 
knowledge. Thank you Dave for a most interesting visit. 
 

Our next run will be the Touring Week End on the 24-26 February.  This has been 
arranged by the Auckland Branch, if you have not entered and wish to go, please 
ring John Shennan on 09-4257897, as this will be a great week end.  Ron and I will 
be riding from Cambridge to Miranda and if any one else is thinking of doing the 
same please contact me and we can arrange to go as group, this also applies to 
people who might be trailering up. 
 

That‟s about all for now, please have a safe and happy Christmas and New Year, 
see you at Miranda. 
 

Peter Spiller 

Motorcycles  
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Market Place  -  For Sale 

1930 Citroen C6F Saloon, 2.5 litre, 6 cylinder, r.h.d., r.w.d., rare English 
assembled model.  Full no expense spared restoration completed 1998.  
Registered, WOF, reliable, excellent condition throughout.  $30,000 
Further details:  Jim 07 856-0191 

Car Transporter Trailer.  5‟10” wide x 9‟7” Long.  Tilt deck with attached ramps.  
Single axle Duratorque suspension with new tyres.  Winch and jockey wheel.  
$2,500 ono.  Contact Jim Madgwick - Matamata 07-888 0772 

For Hire: 3 x Tandem axle Car Transporter Trailers at “Mates Rates”.  Contact 
Jim Madgwick - Matamata 07-888 0772 

1929 Chevrolet Sedan - older restoration, goes well.  New WOF and Rego. 
$18,000.  Contact Howard Porteous 07 888 7596 

1916 6-cylinder Oakland engine with flywheel and bell housing.  Fairly complete - 
exposed valve train model.  Call to discuss:  Colin Dray 07 858 4322 

Fordson 10 light truck complete rear diff assembly.  Housing, axles, brake drums, 
torque tube.  $100.00   Contact Jim Madgwick - Matamata 07-888 0772 

Two books for Velocette enthusiasts.  'My Velocette Years' by Leonard J. 
Moseley.   A personal story by a long serving employee. PB.   120 pages.  
1975. Illustrated. 
 
'Always in the Picture'   A History of the Velocette Motorcycle. By  R.W. Burgess 
and J.R.Clew. Haynes 1980. 280 pages.  Illus.  B/W.  Both good cond. 
 
Asking  $40 for both.  Enquire to Email.....bentley6@xtra.co.nz 

Classic BMW RT100 Motorcycle with side car.  1000 cc motor (boxter motor 
horizontal) 1978 - 64,000 miles.  Excellent example of this model.  Complete with 
windscreen; new tyres; new battery; 2 helmets (full face); Men's leathers/
trousers/coat. 
In great order -- $6,700.  Contact  07 888-6542 Wally Spence - evenings 

Three Morris Minors.  Two of the cars have been standing in a paddock for quite 
some time, but the third has appeared in recent times. The third one looks in 
fairly good condition bodywise.  All three are later high-light models of Morris 
Minor.  The cars are located at Kopaki, about 21kms south of Te Kuiti on SH 30, 
any one interested can call 07 878 8733. 

mailto:Email.....bentley6@xtra.co.nz
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Parts Shed have a good supply of assorted screws, bolts etc. So 

for that elusive bolt check out the Parts Guys 
 

Howard, Ray, John & Stan 

 

1926 Plymouth rear leaf springs 
Contact: Miss Paris 07 827 7404 

Tyres:  Eight 600 x 16 cross-plies  with various tread depths and some tubes. 
 No reasonable offers refused. Contact John at 07 889 6041 

Wanted 

Morris 8 Petrol Gauge.  Murray Baker 07 855 9995 

4 x Champion 520/W20 spark plugs.  Brand new, ordered in error.  Will swap for 4 

x Champion 25 Tapered or sell $30 each.  Also 6v SU fuel pump.  Recently 

serviced.  Offers to Russell 07- 847 7784 or 027 624 1961 

1960 Morris Minor - Heaps of parts for sale including Motor, Guards, Doors, 
Bumpers, Handles, Wheels Hubs etc.  Ph:  Murray Baker 07-855-9995 

1981 Honda 125 Twin.  Reg on hold, WOF to Oct. 
$600 ono.  Ph:  Murray Baker 07-855-9995 

Hydraulic bumper lift jack suitable for raising and lowering the deck on a car 
transporter trailer (prefer Nike brand).  
Contact Jim Madgwick - Matamata 07 888 0772 

1972 Mercedes 350SL. Soft top and hard top. Current reg, warranted, VCC VIC.  
White with red interior.  2+2 seating.  Many extras. 100,000 miles. Regular 
servicing. Current owner for last 11 years.  Condition excellent. $20,000.  
Further details: Bruce 07 8887523  

For sale: Model “A” muffler—brand new—$100 
Phone Brian in Hamilton 8558063  



 

W B S 
Waikato Bonding Services 

6 Belfast Place Hamilton 
 

For all your brake & clutch re-lining 

services.   Specialising in re-bonding  

of all veteran, vintage and classic  

brake shoes, pads and drive lines. 
 

 

Steven Hunter - Manager 

Phone: 0800-BOND-007 

         0800-2663-007 

Auto Trail Ltd 
Automotive, Trailer & Tractor Spares, Accessories & Tools  

3 EMPIRE ST. HAMILTON  
PH 07 847 8908 

Shock absorbers. Suspension components. CV joints 
Aerials. Hand Tools. Trailer Components. Disc pads 

Water Pumps. Timing /Fan/Micro Belts. Gauges. 
Speedo Cables.  Speedo Repairs 

 

 

 

For New Work and Repairs 

Domestic and Commercial 
 

F.B. HALL 
& Co. Ltd EST 1923 

50 Greenwood St, Frankton, Hamilton 

07-847 4780 

Conveyancing, Commercial  
Wills, Estates, Trusts 

 Immigration and Family 
 

7a Princes Street, Hamilton 
Phone 07 838-3385 

Fax  07 838-3381 

  MDV Ltd 
  

Preserve those precious memories 
 

We convert any media to any media. 
Cine Film – any format Video – Slides –  
Photos – Records – Audio Cassettes. 

Digital Video Editing service. 
Family Events, Archives, Special Occasion 

Compilations, Business Productions. 

Donõt store & ignore! 
 

Ph: 07 823 9121 *   Mob: 021 732 635              
Email: info@mdvmedia.co.nz 

mailto:info@mdvmedia.co.nz


PAUL CLARK -   

PROPERTY LAWYERS 
For  a l l  you r  l e g a l   

r equ i r emen ts 

SPECIALISING IN PROPERTY 

TRANSACTIONS 

Octagon House,1 Seddon Rd. 

 Hamilton 
PH:  07-839-1258                  FAX:  07-839-1259 

               

 

 

 

                                         Every Sunday the Gostiona Restaurant 

hosts New Zealandôs most popular smokehouse bbq.  Mouth 

watering, authentically smoke roasted pork belly, charcoal roasted 

chicken or beef, roast veg and a large range of salads. Including 

homemade hot apple strudel for dessert, and tea or coffee. 
 

 
ONLY 

$32.00  

Open 12.00pm, buffet served 12.30pm  

Bookings essential PH. 843-5431 

Cnr Rukuhia & Ohaupo Rds 

5 min from Hamilton 

www.gostiona.co.nz  

Smoke House BBQ 
úSunday lunch buffetû 


