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Believe it or not, | am now officially an “OB” (I'm sure that most of you know what
that means). | get paid by Uncle John thanks to all you tax payers and | have a gold
card, which by the way | have not been able to use yet. | must go to Auckland and

travel to Waiheke Island, or maybe go to the movies. But changes are happening
and as long as Marcia keeps working it will all be fine.

Before | move onto Vintage Car Club stuff | must tell you about our cruise, in one
word FANTASTIC. We had great weather for all but the last day when the wind got
up. Marcia and | reckon it was one of the best holidays we have ever had. We were
upgraded from level 5 to level 10, closer to the action and less stairs to climb. The
cabin was just like a large hotel room; our cabin steward was very friendly. From a
ladies point of view it is a real holiday, you don’t have to make a bed, tidy up, wash
any dishes, or do any cooking. Your cabin is serviced twice a day, clean linen every
day, clean towels twice a day if required. The food was great, a choice of three
restaurants. We only used the stairs, never the lift, to give us the energy to keep
eating. The different bars all had live entertainment at night. The theatre had top
class musical shows on twice a night. All you have to buy are your drinks, any
onboard shopping and the onshore tours. | really believe excellent value for money.
We loved it so much we have paid a deposit for another cruise within the next four
years. It was a great birthday present for me.

Moving on to the important stuff now. The Vintage Venture is coming up; this is
going to be a fantastic day. By the time you read this your entry form will be in and
your cars will be gleaming. | am really looking forward to helping out on the day.
There are a couple of new activities going to take place this year. A sporting trial,
which will involve mud, cars, and more mud. This is being organised by Andrew and
Sue Dittmer, and Ron Finucane. It sounds like a lot of grubby fun, in the nicest
possible way.

Then Terry Pidduck is going to organise a commercial day involving a large range of
commercial vehicles. Terry will need assistance, so if you wish to assist, ghive Terry
a call on 07-825-0583 This will be based at the club rooms on Saturday 7" May, so
let’s get trucking.

It is great when people come forward and offer to run an event, especially something

new.

Our North Island Club Captains Tour this year sounds like an amazing trip; | am sure
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that all those going will have a ball. Then there is the Easter Rally: you will need to
get your entry form in very soon. Remember there is the world famous Maxwell
Trophy to compete for, and maybe bring home again.

On the 12" of March there is an executive meeting in Auckland; | will be
accompanied by Greg Terrill. If there is anything that you would like raised please
contact myself or Greg and | promise you | will raise the matter. Remember, it is the
executive committee that has the responsibility for managing your club.

Most of you will know that sadly another member has passed away. Cris Shelley
was a member for over forty years and was widely known for his veteran and vintage
era vehicles. Cris also donated our club flag pole. As club members our thoughts
are with Cris’s family.

To finish on a more cheerful note, | would like to extend a very warm Waikato
welcome to all our new members and their families. | am sure you will enjoy your
time with us and | hope it will be a long and happy time. Remember it is people that
make the club a fun place, and our aim is to have fun.

Finally | would like to make special mention of Bruce Murcott who has just
celebrated his 90™ birthday and is still driving his trusty Humber,
CONGRATULATIONS Bruce.

So folks, keep smiling, keep left, and watch out for the Hobbits, they are every
wherel!!!
Graham Pate.

Waitemata VCC - Historic Racing Festival
23 & 24 April 2011

2011 is the inaugural running of the meeting which has been named the
Roycroft Trophy in recognition of the contribution made to New Zealand
motor sport by AJ, Ron and Terry Roycroft. This year there will be fields for | smmurzsasuon e
Pre-war and Pre 1960 Vintage Sports cars, Historic single seaters, Sports ;‘:’im” :
racing cars and Classic Saloons and GTs joined by at least one, possibly D G

two, grids of pre 1963 Vintage Motor Cycles.

In addition to the racing there will be infield displays of Vintage cars, Vintage Speedway midgets, plus
demonstrations of the Ralph Watson WW1 aero engine, steam and stationary engines.

More information in Waitemata Branch February ‘Phoenix’ newsletter available by email from
waitemata@vcc.org.nz

Entry forms available from: lan Williams 09-442-1261
Email ian.williams@electrix.co.nz
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Farmer, tanker driver, vintage enthusiast, Cris Shelley lost his final battle recently
after a short iliness. Forty-two years of club membership and an impressive series
of vehicles owned means that Cris was well known to many of you. The donated
flagpole at the clubhouse entrance will serve as a constant reminder of the time this
man, together with his wife and fellow member Doreen, have spent amongst us.

Invoices for the new subscription year have now been mailed out. If you have not
yet received yours, let me know so that it can be sorted for you. Don’t overlook that
the discount final date this year is 20" March.

Minutes from the National Management Committee Meeting in January are now
available if you would like a copy, either by email or post - just ask. Also available is
a copy of the newly released Club approved policy on retro-fitted indicator and stop
lights. This policy will eventually find it's way into the VCC Vehicle Identification
Manual of which a copy is held in our library, but in the meantime you can have a
loose copy upon request to any committee member.

A reminder that a couple of branches now only send their newsletters by email -
these are Waitemata and West Coast. Committee has decided that they should not
be printed for the newsletter rack, but if you would like an email version, then again,
ask for one. The 2012 Wanganui Rally newsletter “‘Wobbly Wheel’ is printed when it
becomes available on the rally website and a reference copy is available in the
newsletter rack.

At their last meeting, Branch Committee gave the go-ahead for three additional
activities which will be of interest to members. On Thursday evening 7" April, the
Branch will put on a clubrooms meal for participants in this year’'s North Island Club
Captain’s Tour, which leaves Cambridge the following day. All members are invited
to join them at the nominal cost of $17 per head - details on page 6. Three days
later on Sunday 10™ April, Des Harvey will be arranging a small club display at the
Te Awamutu Car Show. It would be appreciated if you could assist him - proceeds
from this event go to the Westpac Air Ambulance. Commercial vehicle enthusiasts
will be pleased to hear that a date has been set for a special event for you - Saturday
7™ May and under the guidance of Terry Pidduck, based at our club property. See
page 18.

| have entry forms for the Auckland Vintage Muster (20™ March), Bay of Plenty Hill
Climb (27" March), North and South Island Easter Rallies (New Plymouth and
Gore), as well as the Taranaki Maunga Moana Rally (25" April) and the VCC 2012
Rally in Wanganui (16/26" January 2012).

Whilst Jillian and | are away for four weeks, Graham Pate can deal with your urgent
enquiries. Non-urgent messages can be left with our house-sitter and will be dealt
with at the end of March.

Bob Hayton
Branch Secretary



What a great idea to go up Sanatorium Hill before our February club night. For

those of you who didn't make it - the views of the sun setting over the greater
Waikato were a scene to behold.

The next couple of months are packed with interesting events. First up is March
club night with Dr Megan Balks’ talk on her Antarctic visits. John and Shirley have
arranged an interesting run on the 20th with visits that will suit both the male and
female members.

April 2nd is the Mooloo Meander Motorcycle Rally, entries in this edition of Venture.
This rally attracts bikers from all over and is a great social occasion.

April 10th Des Harvey has volunteered to organise a club stand at the Te Awamutu
Classic Car Show and Swapmeet. If you aren’t displaying your vehicle, go along
anyway and support the Air Ambulance. April 13th clubnight - Antiques (see page
13). April 17th lan Patton is plotting an ‘economy run’ - we haven’t had one of
these for quite a while, so it should be a hoot.

Club prize-giving will be held on Saturday 14th May, the format will be similar to
last year with a subsidised catered evening meal. May 22nd is our annual training
run - this year Greg and Gaynor Terrill will take you through the rally rules before
you embark on a short run to test your newly acquired skills. This is a great
introduction for new members to see what rallying VCC style is all about, and for
existing members to hone up on their knowledge.

On top of all our local events - don’t forget to check out the away events as well.

Keep those wheels turning!
Your committee

N/ CLUB CAPTAING TOUR DINNER

The tour is starting from Cambridge on Friday April 8th and participants
will be visiting the clubrooms from early afternoon Thursday April 7th
through to dinner.

You are welcome to come along and meet fellow VCC members and if you
would like to stay for dinner on Thursday evening, please let John or
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In Easter 1993 the North Island Model A Club visited Te Aroha to commemorate the
arrival, in December 1929, of a train load of 26 new Model A Ford cars to D. McL
Wallace Ltd. Te Aroha was the headquarters of that company which held Ford
agency and distribution rights for Ford vehicles.

The Model A Club had a turn out of approx 180 cars and the only reason | was there
was someone had gone to all this trouble to organise the event so the least | could
do was support it.

| fell in love with the little Ford pickups. | took
a number of photos which were closely
examined at a later stage. This was followed
by many quick reads of the Saturday Herald
until finally on May 8" there it was - Vintage
1928 Model A pickup, suit restoration.

With the words “l know you, you will buy the

first bit of junk you see” echoing in my head, |

was off. | found it was hard to be critical about .

the upholstery when it did not exist, the same W|th the floor, plckup deck glass

interior and the paint was also showmg its age! There was a bit of rust too, but to be
= : fair it was an old car. It had potential. SOLD!

The next day we set out to pick it up. | have to
say there was a bit of fear that if Karen could not
see what | could see, this could be a difficult
restoration. When we arrived we were directed
to where the ‘A’ was, Karen said “ isn't it cute?”
Yes! This is going to be a family project.

With the help of Andrew Honeyfield, and hours
of looking at his pickup and a number of books, | was able to assess what | had and
what it needed. Basically what it was, was a worn out, over loaded farm truck with
any Model A part that fitted (28-31) and if it looked liked falling off, it was welded
back on.

The chassis cross members where the springs sat were bent out of shape. It didn’t
look good. | found a good chassis, rescued from a hotrod conversion, which | could
tell was an early 1928 and with a 1928 body we went about building it as close as |
could to the specifications it had when it left the Ford factory. Items like steering
column and wheel rims and many other parts were picked up at swap meets, but
most of the new items were from Snyders in the States first ordered by fax and later
by E-mail

(Continued on page 8)



By ‘96 most of the mechanical work was
done, but not the motor. | was told “if
it's not broke, don't fix it” and besides at
4.5:1 compression it's going to run
anyway (I did do the valves). Next
came the body. By this stage | had
learnt to mig and gas weld and a lot of
the major panels were done to the
etching stage.

Then daughter's sport changed from
water-skiing to car racing. Restoration
of the Model A slowed a little and finally came to a halt when a family friend said
“you aren’t being competitive unless you are swapping paint”. Just the words the pit
crew does not want to hear. The spin off was my panel beating and painting skills
improved out of sight, and if it was not quite right, there was always next week to get
it right. That aside, many prizes were won. Her skill level on the track and road are
far better than mine will ever be.

It is now mid 2008. | have since re-
bodied the race-car and use it as a club
car. It is good fun to act your shoe size,
instead of your age at times. In reality |
was avoiding the ‘A’ as although covered
you could see light rust coming through
the etching paint and on closer inspection
some panels were now, just not good
enough. So for the next few months the
restoration was going backwards. The
rebuild now was total dedication between
and after milking. The plan of attack was to get the body primed and mounted on the
chassis. It was character building, just how far backwards one has to go to get a
panel to fit.

On the 8/2/09 with only the cab completed | fired up the engine for the first time and
with excitement headed out of the workshop, around the tanker track, down the
road, up the drive to the house to show off. The feeling that the end is in sight lifted
my spirits enormously. After lunch | drove back to the workshop and discovered a
number of tools scattered along the tanker track. Another vintage lesson learnt,
check running boards before driving off.

By June the cows were sold and with limited farm work we were single minded on
the ‘A’ aiming to have it running by Christmas. By September the tray and the cab
were all but finished. Then the body was removed and prepping started for the final
painting. Here | badly misjudged how long this would take. | had been prepping and
painting the race-car on almost a weekly basis but this was different and needed to
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be done right. | painted the undersides etc. and where the panels were to be bolted
or riveted together but the final painting | entrusted to Catalina Paints in Te Aroha.
By now it was already January.

It took till 19™ April 2010 before all the little things were ticked off and we were ready
for registration and that VIN number. | would have to say with a bit of good faith and
commonsense on the part of the inspector, we passed. To come home with the
number plate was almost like coming home with a new member of the family. To
finally be able to order that personalised plate you bought shortly after the purchase
of the ‘A’ was a wonderful feeling. We still had issues but as Ron Finucane said
“they left the factory with issues”

At first small trips held a lot of
apprehension. Firstly there was how
do | drive it properly. Next came
mechanical trust. With time, miles
and mechanical adjustments done,
we now understand one another very
well

We have travelled over 3,500 miles,
done a number of rallies and club
outings, seen parts of NZ we would
not have otherwise seen, met many

more motoring enthusiasts and
seriously enjoyed their company and have had a great time.

We are aiming to do about 5000 miles in 12 months and use the pickup whenever
possible, enjoying the things our grandparents took as normal. Doors that don’t
close when parking on undulating ground, clipping on the window curtains when it
rains or finding shelter and when finding parking in the main street of Te Aroha, its
easier on the low side of the street, hand brakes, well!!!

One thing | did not envisage is that little smile/wave from people when driving about
town. With elderly people it obviously brings back memories and to the young it's
something totally different.

One thing is certain. Other cars may come and go, but the A is a member of this
family for life.

MICHAEL COOPER

The information in this newsletter and on the club’s web site, is supplied as a service to club
members. Articles and other copy of interest are always welcome and encouraged. The

opinions expressed in this newsletter and on the club’s website are those of the author
alone. Neither the club nor any of its officers accepts responsibility for the accuracy of any
statements or opinions.




CRISPEN HENRY (Cris) SHELLEY
9th October 1926 - 3rd February 2011

Born at Otahuhu, Cris left school at 14 years of age to go farming, but by war’s
end he was in uniform and ‘J’ Force, destined for a spell overseas. That is,
before he received compassionate leave to look after his then ailing father.
Farming as a way of life later gave way to tanker driving and residence for Cris
and Doreen in Hamilton.

Club membership came in 1968, when a trailer load of Armstrong-Siddeley parts
were collected from Kihikihi, later to be re-assembled into the first vintage
vehicle in the Shelley garage. This was followed by many more of the same
marque, later numbering seven at one time and all were fit for the road. A single
cylinder De Dion, a Detroiter, Reo and Empire veteran models also found their
way into the Shelley fold, the last obtained from Australia unseen, to allow for
easier starting following heart surgery! A later ‘easier starting’ acquisition was
the 1925 Humber tourer still in the garage. Family photos also indicate an
interest in two wheels as well, and many will recall the Rabbit scooters at Blue
Smoke & Pedals in recent years.

It was while working as a tanker driver in the 1970’s that Cris came upon the
then vacant Patetonga school building where his mother had attended as a
child. Negotiating with the relevant authorities, he was able to procure the
building for the club for removal for a nominal sum. Following a great deal of
work by the members at the time, it now forms the basis of our clubrooms
complex. For some years the main hall housed a couple of antique petrol
bowsers belonging to Cris and a later find was the flagpole donated by him
which, so the story goes, he was so determined to ensure nobody else beat him
to it that he removed it with the tools to hand, hammer and a screwdriver!

Club membership has taken the Shelleys to branch and national rallies all over
the country, and even an interest tour to the UK and Europe some years ago.
The funeral service eulogies spoke of a committed family man who loved to play
tricks on his grandchildren, whilst his actions over the years have clearly
indicated commitment to our club and hobby.

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS.

Graeme McKenzie (Model ‘T’),
Francis & Alison Kay (MG cars)
Brian Strangwick

We hope that you will enjoy the club and it’s many activities
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21st Annual Classic Car Show & Swapmeet
Te Awamutu Race Course
Sunday 10 April from 7.30am

Over the years Val and | have visited the Triumph Car Club Annual Car Show and
Swapmeet at the racecourse in Te Awamutu. This started out as a very small event
but has grown and grown to have become quite a large event with over 70 car clubs
being invited. The event is a fund raiser for the Westpac Air Ambulance - cars that
go on display are asked for a gold coin donation, with passengers and public an
admission fee of only $5.00.

Last year when we were wandering around | couldn’t help but think, where’s my
club? So | have taken it on my shoulders with the OK from committee to organise a
display of vehicles representing the V&VCC Waikato Branch. Any other reasons
you may ask?? Oh yes, there’s a good bloke that over the years has always been
first to put his hand up to help others, (he being Reg Ridley). Reg is one of the
event organisers, so thought that it would be good to support him as well as sup-
porting the Air Ambulance.

Display vehicles should be parked at approx. 8.00am and no later than 8.30am to
ensure a prime spot. | am looking for around 12 vehicles which will be parked
around V&VCC signage.

What to bring: Sunhat, sunglasses, picnic lunch and wear your name badge

If you are prepared to bring along your car please give me a call on 07-854-6660
evenings after 6pm to register your car. (Please do not be offended if the response
to this request is overwhelming and a selection process has to be applied).

If it is wet on the day, we will not go ahead, but call me on my cell phone 021-0410-
31076 to check.

Regards Des and Val Harvey

The BOP Vintage Car Club (Inc)
ANNUAL HILL CLIMB -TRIG ROAD NORTH WAIHI
SUNDAY MARCH 27 2011

Open to all VCC members with club eligible vehicles, motorcycles or
historic racing cars

Contact: Carole Lindsay, 23 Coopers Road, Greerton, Tauranga 3112
carn@clear.net.nz ph 07 578 9579
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Events Ahead

Home

Wed 2 Committee Meeting
Sat 5 Vintage Venture Rally
Wed 9 Club Night - Dr Megan Balks on Antarctica Visits
Sun 20 Club Run - Plaw’s and Marshall’s collections
Sat 2 Mooloo Meander Motorcycle Rally
Wed 6 Committee Meeting
Thu 7 NICC Tour Dinner
Sun 10 Te Awamutu Car Show Display
Wed 13 Club Night - Antiques Valuation by Bill Newell
Sun 17 Club Event - Economy Run with lan Patton
Wed 4 Committee Meeting
Sat 7 Commercial Run - see Page 18
Sl Ved |11 [Club Night
Sat 14 Prizegiving Dinner
Sun 22 Training Run

MARCH CLUB NIGHT
Wednesday 9th March

Come along and hear Dr Megan
Balks talk about her experiences in
Antarctica.

A lecturer at Waikato University in the
‘Soil & Environmental Science Dept.’,
Megan has made a number of
summer season visits to Antarctica.

We will hear about some highlights of
these trips as well as vehicle use on
the Frozen Continent.

APRIL CLUB NIGHT
Wednesday 13th April

Bill Newell will do an
valuation night”

“antiques

We will be entertained by Bill about
his experiences as an antiques
dealer in England.

Please bring along small items of
china, glass and wooden objects
and advertising items so that he can
tell us what he knows about them.

No precious metals or jewellery
as those items are not his speciality.




Events Ahead Away

e e
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Sun 6 Whatawhata's Blast from the Past
Sun 20 |Auckland Vintage Muster
Sun 27 BOP Waihi Hill Climb (info Page 19)

Fri-Mon | 22-25 | North Island Easter Rally & Maunga Moana - New Plymouth

Sat/Sun  |23-24 | Waitemata VCC Roycroft Trophy (see below)

Sat/Sun  |21/22 | Northland Motorcycle Rally

MARCH CLUB RUN
Sunday 20th March

John and Shirley Foot have arranged a couple of interesting visits to
Neville Plaw’s vehicle collection and in the afternoon to Dick and
Marianne Marshall.

Date: Sunday 20" March 2011
Times Assemble at Clubrooms at 9.30am

Have a cuppa at the clubrooms then set off around 10am to wvisit
Neville Plaw’s eclectic display of wvehicles, art deco house and
gardens (there is a small charge of $2pp to view this interesting
display).

Come back to the clubrooms for lunch (BYO) and then around 1pm
travel to Dick & Marianne Marshall’s place in Morrinsville to have a

peek in Dick’s garages and admire Marianne’s “Sheilah’s Shed” and
lovely gardens.

All enquiries to John or Shirley 07-823-5641
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APRIL CLUB EVENT
Sunday 17th April

lan Patton is organising an ‘Economy Run’.
S$tarts Woodlands, Gordonton
Times 10.00am

Formats After leaving Woodlands everyone will fill up at the
same petrol station and there will be a flat run to lunch (BYO) .
You will follow a different route back to Woodlands via the same
petrol station.

There will be a prize for the best and worst consumption rates
and this run is sure to create a lot of discussion.

An Invitation

Bay of Plenty VCC - “London to Brighton” Run - Veteran Vehicles only

When: Sunday 06 March 2011
Unload cars at Clubrooms in Cliff Road and proceed to assembly point at Melrose
Retirement Village, Waihi Road, Tauranga for a 10am Start.

Cars will be sent to the start point at London Place, a hundred metres down the road, to
be started by our local MP, who will be navigating for lvan Allen in his 1903 Cadillac.

The run is about 30 miles with no hills, checkpoints, timed section or silent checks, with a
very short run on State Highway.

After arrival and welcome at Brighton Way, Althorpe Village, Greerton, the cars will pro-
ceed a short distance to the lunch stop for socialising etc. We may have a bit of driving
stuff there but nothing to test clutches or brakes.

We hope that some of the atmosphere of the “other” run will be generated, with a bit of
publicity so that the public cheer them on from the roadside.

Any questions - Max Allen 07-5449931 or Alastair Jones 07-5761144
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Rob and | joined the Waikato Branch of the VCC around September after
purchasing our 1968 Rover TC in May last year. We are still not very active
members but joined in the fun of the Christmas gymkhana and wonderful meal that
followed and | got a very useful present from Santa.

On New Year's Day we joined 40 other cars and members for another very
enjoyable day in the sun. The route, the walk around Putaruru, the lunch stop and
the steam engines were great. We did not get to see the ‘springs’ as | had enough
of the HOT weather and headed for home.

On Sunday we were late arriving at the Gordonton Hall from where the last two cars
were leaving. We didn’t stop for the instructions but latched on to the back of
another member who luckily must have had a set. | used to work for the Waikato
District Council, so | found the route most enjoyable but my memory banks had gone
a bit rusty. | did recall Kopuka Road being a TARGA road, although we were
travelling in the reverse direction and at a much more moderate speed, than we had
in the Mini Cooper S in 1999 when we competed in the 6 day Dunlop Targa Rally.

| had not been on SH2 for a considerable time so we kept a very close eye on the
member’'s cars in front of us so we did not get lost. The pace had steadied
somewhat as the snake like line of cars stretched before us, and wound it's way
towards the stop at Hunua Falls. Here we stopped and had lunch, checked out the
falls and any cars of interest and chatted with members. After the break, everyone
piled back into their cars and another procession to our final destination. Here we
were introduced to our host Richard Langridge. He has a wonderful property of
135ha, with a variety of livestock including highland cattle, sheep, ponies, donkeys,
geese and chooks. The gardens of the old homestead built in 1880 by the Knight
family were open for us to meander around. The homestead is furnished, as it
would have been back in the early 1900’s.

We also had an intimate tour of The Stables which included some very fascinating
horse powered machinery, mainly Rolls Royce but a few others in there as well,
followed by the garage tour of the modern era cars that are available to some
people.

The whole day was a very enjoyable experience and congratulations to organiser
Paul Clark, who | understand gave clear and precise instructions for those who had
them. (Next time | will put the alarm clock on my side of the bed, and turn it ON.)

We do enjoy the variety of cars that you get to see with the VCC. They all have a
place in the history of our country so be it a Rolls Royce or a Mini, keep up the good
work people.

Bev Simpson

15



%

When plotting this run Paul queried as to how many instructions was reasonable to
print - 30 was the required number - he did 35 and still they kept coming along with
over 45 being the count when we reached our final destination. Brilliant turnout for
what was a very scenic run up to the Hunua region where he had arranged for us to
visit Dick Langridge’s wonderful collection of Rolls Royce cars, plus a few scattered
ring-ins such as Jaguar, Bentley, Alvis and Vauxhall.

The run stopped for lunch at the Hunua Falls reserve, with
lovely picnic spots within full sight of the falls. Had the run
been a couple of weeks earlier this would not have been
possible as the area was in full flood due to the remnants of
the recent cyclone passing
through. This is a very popular
spot and so good to see that
people do still come out and
enjoy nature and what it has to
offer.

On arrival Dick made sure we were all inside his
enclosed courtyard (reminiscent of old English stables)
which is guarded by a Saracen armoured scouting
vehicle and treated us to an opening in unison of 26 garage
doors behind which were his magnificent stable of four
wheeled beasts. With great pride and an even greater
memory he proceeded to tell us a little of the history of
each of his vehicles. He has built his fleet up over 30 years
and his vehicles have been sourced from all over the world,
with some even procured from home soil.

| am sure everyone had their favourite as we were spoilt for

choice, but the pedigree of some of these vehicles was something else. The 20hp
1923 Silver Ghost which had only done 60,000 miles from new still had all the
original silver and ivory fittings was quite special; then there was a Phantom | which
had been owned by an Indian Maharajah; 1931 20/25
Phantom Il had been owned by Col. Sir John Allenson who
received a VC in WWI - this car still had the original suitcases
in a trunk on the back; A RR Van which had been owned by
top fashion house Christian Dior and several New York
Fashion houses, before ending up parked under a hedge;
1965 Silver Cloud which was bought literally as a box of bits - it
had been completely stripped down by Gulf Motor Bodies (but
of course nothing was labelled) subsequently it was completely
reassembled with the only item missing being a clock - this car
has taken over 7 years to finally sort out all its foibles, but Dick
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says it now drives like it should; A Phantom VI originally owned by Sir Elton John
and then by King Constantine of Greece (exiled to UK) which ended up as an
insurance write-off but again restored to its former glory.

Each vehicle had its own unique story - the 1936 20-25 was being sold by a
deceased estate who were a Jewish family. This car had been outside for 30 years
and most things had seized up over this time. They wanted the vehicle to go to
someone who would keep and restore it. Dick offered them $15k but was
dumbfounded when told they couldn’t accept his offer - it was too high!! We will take
$12K they said!.

The Phantom V was bought sight unseen (like many of his vehicles) from a Swiss
Museum who were astonished to received the money into their bank account without
the vehicle being sighted. The very precise Swiss owner delivered the car in person
driving from Switzerland to London in one day advising that he would be at Dick’s
House at 5pm (he arrived at 5.05!).

Thanks to Paul for organising such an interesting run and commiserations on his
misfortunes on the way home (I know why his MG packed a sad - running with a
1Ghost number plate and having to park along side the real McCoy's was obviously
too much for it to bear). But the strength of VCC membership became clear when a
replacement coil was finally located nearby, sourced by a relative of a local
Auckland member known to a Waikato member.

The Artful Dodgers

E
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Commercials

Some time back our club had a commercial camp out for our club qualifying
commercials. This time the thoughts are to be different (see separate advert below).

Going through the list of members’ vehicles, it is apparent we have plenty to have a
good show and run.

It would be good to invite anyone along that is interested or owns a club eligible
vehicle and show that we cater for all vintage types and classes.

Whilst on a recent motorcycle outing we visited Carl at his home workshop and saw
his Fargo Commercial. This made our day, then to see a recent Venture story about
the Fargo restoration from the beginning made it more interesting and special.

Those folks on Jillian and Bob’s New Year run will recall a veteran Thornycroft flat
deck lorry. It seems this lorry (truck) has a wide and varied history which | hope to
research and write about some time soon. It was delivered from England direct to
Hattricks of the Whanganui River Boat operations, which formed a large part of our
country’s early transport system.

Terry Pidduck

Commercial Day to be held at our clubrooms
Saturday 7" May 2011

An invitation is extended to all folk interested in Club qualifying
Commercials to participate in all or any part of the day.

Programme:
10am. Arrive at club rooms and display vehicles
12noon Lunch BYO or something to cook on a bbgq,
tea/coffee provided
2pm Run for those mobile vehicles wishing to participate
5pm Run finishes at clubrooms and followed by a catered
meal. BYO drinks

A booking form with full details will be in
the next edition of Venture
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‘ Motorgcles

Our run to Peter Morrison’s home on Sunday the 13" was attended
by 9 people. One came in by car the others by bike. It was good
to see Steve Walter out on his bike after his accident a year ago.
We would have liked more along (as the people we visit always
like a good turn out) but there are always date clashes at this time
of the year. Thanks to those that phoned and said they would not
be coming. The ride was some 60 miles using mainly back roads,
some we have not used before, and the weather was great.

Peter has a collection of old bikes being restored along with a number of engines
ranging from the early 1900’s to some modern day ones. A very nice collection and
| am sure he has some more to do. When we were leaving he said he was looking
for a B33 BSA engine the same as in my bike, | am sure if we had stayed longer |
would have been walking home !l

One of the main items we went to see was his 1970 750cc Triumph Bonneville
engined Drag Bike which was very impressive. Currently it will do the %2 mile in
something around 11 second mark and currently is the quickest in its class. The
engine is basically standard with forward facing carbs and running on dope. The
main reason he believes that gives him the edge is the lightness of the bike and one
of his main workshop tools is a set of kitchen scales. The next project is to fit a fuel
injector system which he has. There is too much to tell about this bike so please
view his web sites which are: triumphbonneville.blogspot.com, www.youtube.com/
user/SmokeOnThe Quarter, www.flickr.com/photos/excalibur-triumph. This should
keep you interested for a while.

Our next Major Event is the Mooloo Meander Rally 1° and 2" April. Entry forms in
this Venture. You will see that the Saturday meal price has been increased as we
are having outside caterers. This is so we can have the many people who prepared
the meal in the past enjoy the Saturday night, rather than working over a hot stove
for hours. Look forward to seeing you in April.

In the mean time safe riding
Peter Spiller

Waikato Classic Motorcycle Club
Show’n Shine & Swap Meet
Sunday 17 April 2011

CLAUDELANDS EVENT CENTRE, HAMILTON

Fabulous new fully-covered venue!
Swapper Sites $20: Buyer Only Entry $8: Children FREE
Motorcycle Related Items ONLY please.
Contact lan for details 07 8274317 or email w.classic@xtra.co.nz
Check out the CLUB WEB SITE! www.classicbikes.co.nz
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Saturday 02 April
Clubrooms, MaclLean St, Cambridge 10am

A wide range of two and three wheeled machines is
expected providing great video or photo opportunities.
Entry forms in this edition of Venture.

Come along and enjoy the atmosphere, great scenic
run of about 100 miles followed by dinner and
prizegiving back at the clubrooms.

If you aren't riding - come along
anyway, chat with the riders, and §&
get a taste of what gives them K
such enjoyment.

This year's organisers:
Neville & Cheryl Mickleson

) Parts Shed has in stock 2 sets of bucket seats for Morris Minor
1 blue and 1 red in good condition, also Morris Minor motors and
bonnets and a 1922 Veteran Dodge Motor

F F
E Cheers from the Parts Guys . e,
Barrie, Howard, John & Stan
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‘ Market Place - For Sale

1959 Morris Minor 1000 four door, Reg on hold, $500.
Contact Kerry 07 8436748

1974 MGBGT in original well maintained condition $6500. Also available with
this car if required, an overdrive gearbox $750. Contact Kerry 078436748

Storage available, Cambridge area, secure, one car space with power & lighting.
This is not a workshop but dry secure storage available now till April 2012.
$75.00 per month. Please call Theo 0274 903248

1970 MGB Roadster, British racing green, wire wheels. Reliable and fun to drive.
$17000.00 ono. Contact: Greg Terrill Ph. 07 846 4355.

Available to a good home - Photocopier ex library. Comes with a good supply of
toner. Contact Bob 07-856 7238

Honda 50 & Honda 90 - 1960’s complete bikes but not registered or warranted.
$60. Contact Poko - 07 886 8543

| have a 1933 Austin 10 which is in need of a new owner as well as a major
rebuild. If you have anyone interested please contact me at.
Alan Brown (Auckland) 027 459 7745 or 09 579 5891

Triumph Tiger Cub T20. 1958 200cc ohv. Pre ’65 Trials project. Some spares,
Running. Haynes Workshop Manual + Tech: articles.
$3250 ono Can be viewed on TradeMe. Contact: Mike: ph: 07) 888 - 1719

Wanted

1985 XZ Yamaha 400 Twin - Plastic side panels that fit below the seat.
Ph. Howard Porteous 07 888 7596.
| have other parts that | can swap!!

Morris 8 series | or Il carburettor wanted.
Contact; Peter Fulton 07 827 0823 or peterfb@clear.net.nz

Early veteran clutch, gearbox or diff to suit light car, preferably De Dion Bouton
but anything will be considered.
Contact; Peter Fulton 07 827 0823 or peterfb@clear.net.nz
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STEEL FRAMED SHEDS
CARPORTS, FACTORIES
WORKSHOPS AND
BARNS

SHED
B&¥SS

Mangawhero Road Matamata
GRAHAM PATE MANAGER
& WVVCC MEMBER

PHONE 07 888 8810
FAX 07 888 8831

F.B. HALL

& Co. Ltd EST 1923

Master

IJ gl'w}qﬁers
asiiiiers

,-f‘ Drainlayers

For New Work and Repairs
Domestic and Commercial

| p———

A/H 07 888 0009 |
Mobile 021 280 1586 \

50 Greenwood St, Frankton, Hamilton

07-847 4780

Auto Trail Ltd

Automotive, Trailer & Tractor Spares, Accessories & Tools
3 EMPIRE ST. HAMILTON
PH 07 847 8908

Shock absorbers. Suspension components. CV joints
Aerials. Hand Tools. Trailer Components. Disc pads
Water Pumps. Timing /Fan/Micro Belts. Gauges.
Speedo Cables. Speedo Repairs

TYRE TRADERS

24 Commerce St.
Cambridge

For ALL your
Tyre needs

Visit Don Wise
Sales Consultant
& VCC member
Phone 07 827 3875

WBS

Waikato Bonding Services
6 Belfast Place Hamilton

For all your brake & clutch re-lining
services. Specialising in re-bonding
of all veteran, vintage and classic
brake shoes, pads and drive lines.

Steven Hunter - Manager
Phone: 0800-BOND-007
0800-2663-007




Gostiona Restaurant

Smoke House BBQ
GSunday Il unch

Every Sunday the Gostiona Restaurant
hosts New Zealand’s most popular smokehouse bbgq. Mouth
watering, authentically smoke roasted pork belly, charcoal roasted
chicken or beef, roast veg and a large range of salads. Including
homemade hot apple strudel for dessert, and tea or coffee.

Open 12.00pm, buffet served 12.30pm
Bookings essential PH. 843-5431 ONLY

Cnr Rukuhia & Ohaupo Rds $
5 min from Hamilton 3 2 ° O O

WWW.ZoSstiona.co.nz

e

PAUL CLARK -
PROPERTY LAWYERS

For all your legal

TRANSACTIONS

- Octagon House,1 Seddon Rd.

Hamilton

PH: 07-839-1258 FAX: 07-839-1259
<4_-..

e
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