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Aerosol Lubricants and much more 
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Contact Knud Nielsen 
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For all your electro-plating and 
chrome polishing requirements 

Specialising in veteran, vintage and 
classic car & motorcycle work 

 
George McKechnie - Manager 
Ph: 07-8482476 or 07-8478613 

www.plating.co.nz 

   MDV Ltd 
  

Preserve those precious memories 
 

We convert any media to any media. 
Cine Film – any format Video – Slides –  
Photos – Records – Audio Cassettes. 

Digital Video Editing service. 
Family Events, Archives, Special Occasion 

Compilations, Business Productions. 

Don’t store & ignore! 
 

Ph: 07 823 9121  *   Mob: 021 732 635              
Email: info@mdvmedia.co.nz 

BYRON  

BED & BREAKFAST 
Self contained unit 

Unique furnishings 

Walkable distance to town 

Private entrance 

6 Byron Street 

Cambridge 
Your hosts VCC Members 

 Paul & Vicky Draper 

Ph 07 823 7417 Mob 027 686 8730 

byronbedandbreakfast@hotmail.com 

mailto:info@mdvmedia.co.nz
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Daylight saving has now finished and winter is fast approaching.  Shorter days and 
longer nights are not my favourite season, but it does make for a change.  I’ll have to 
find the long pants and jerseys to take the place of shorts and shirts. 
 

We have had a busy month and the future looks just as busy.  Every month there 
are at least two activities plus a club night.  So if you think you have nothing to do, 
check the magazine for notices about coming events. 
 

In May we have our Prizegiving Dinner on Saturday the 14th, come along and enjoy 
the fellowship of your fellow club members. Ring Jenny Patton, book your seat and 
turn up!. 
 

Don’t forget to buy your tickets for the raffle to support our Christchurch based 
members and staff.  We have nearly sold our second batch of 100 tickets. The raffle 
closes on the 24th May 2011 and all proceeds are going to VCC people. 
 

Marcia and I have just got back from a lovely drive in the country.  Fish and Chips at 
Kaiaua for lunch, then a good cruise back to Gordonton.  Top down in the MG for 
98% of the time.  Interesting results with fuel consumption; MG TF’s are certainly 
cheap to run, but he certainly had a weight advantage as his navigator did a ‘no 
show’.  Well done Paul Clark. 
 

Marcia and I are heading off in the motorhome for a weeks holiday.  We are going to 
revisit some of the places that Jeremy took us to on the last Bonnets Tour.  But I 
won’t take the bus through any slips, not like I did with the Chrysler. 
 
I hope the members going to the Easter Rally have a great time. 
To all our new members, a very big Waikato welcome to our club which is now your 
club. Hope to see you all at some of our activities so we can all get to know each 
other. 
 
 

Keep safe on the roads and keep left, and watch out for School Buses!!  Remember 
the speed limit when passing a School Bus stopped to drop off or pick up children is 
20kph in both directions. 
 
Have a Happy Easter. 
Graham Pate. 
 

President’s Report 
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Club Captain 

Another full calendar is coming up, starting with the Autumn Festival on 01 May in 
Cambridge - take along your car and take time to enjoy the festivities. Saturday 07 
May, the scene will be set at the clubrooms for the Commercial Day.  If you haven’t 
registered, there’s still time - give Terry Pidduck a call on 825-0583 or 027-272-
6319.  Don’t forget that ‘Commercial’ encompasses military and agricultural 
vehicles. Club night for May has Graham Wilkinson from Waihi talking to us about 
vehicle fuel systems.  
 

Saturday 14 May is our Annual Prizegiving Dinner - this is always a nice chance to 
get together with fellow members for a convivial evening.  For new members, Greg 
and Gaynor Terrill will take you through our competitive rally rules on Sunday 22 
May.  The support of experienced rallyists is also appreciated, so that you can assist 
newcomers as observers on the practical test. 
 

The Double Fifty is coming up quickly - the Saturday night social event is a little 
different from the past and is to be held at the Hamilton Museum.  You will not only 
get to mix and mingle with your fellow rally entrants, but you will also have the 
opportunity of viewing the fine exhibits on display.  Sunday night’s dinner and 
prizegiving has a ‘Rugby World Cup’ theme, so don the footie gear for a good social 
evening. 
 

Mark 18 June in your calendar - it’s our annual Night Rally.  It is a different sort of a 
challenge driving round the Waikato roads if we strike a foggy winter’s night — but 
always great fun. 
 

Keep those wheels turning! 
Your committee 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING   
 

The Annual General Meeting of the  
Veteran & Vintage Car Club (Waikato) Inc.  

will be held at the Clubrooms, MacLean St, Cambridge  
at 8.00pm on Wednesday 8th June 2011. 

Any written nominations for officer and committee positions should 

be lodged with the Branch Secretary prior to the meeting.  
Acceptance of nominations from the floor will be subject to the 

nominee being present at the meeting. 

No ‘Notices of Motion’ have been received.  

       Bob Hayton  

       Branch Secretary  



5 

You should have paid for the new subscription year by now.  If you are one of the 
small number who has not yet done so, you need get onto it as this will otherwise be 
the last Venture you receive and there will be no more copies of Beaded Wheels 
arriving in your letterbox.  Any member who has paid on time, but not yet received 
their membership card for the new period should let me know so that this can be 
investigated for you. 
 
The 2011 Branch Annual General Meeting is to be held at clubnight on Wednesday 
8th June.  All committee members retire at the end of this annual term and all 
positions are subject to election.  Any financial member or joint member over 18 
years of age can be nominated for committee and the forms for a written nomination 
are to be included with this issue of Venture.  All retiring committee members are 
also eligible for re-election if they wish to accept nomination. 
 
The minutes from the March National Executive Meeting are now available if you 
would like to see them: by email or post is your choice. 
 
Revised price schedules for the Cook Straight ferries are available, for both 
Bluebridge and the Interislander.  A Club code number and sometimes your VCC 
membership number have to be quoted in order to make a discounted booking.  You 
don’t have to be travelling as a group or even to a VCC event to take advantage of 
these concessionary fares. 
 
At the VCC Wanganui Rally next January it is intended to have an inter-branch 
Model ‘T’ assembly competition.  A branch team of five is required – any takers to 
organise this, or to be part of the team?  The terms of the competition are available 
in issue #6 of the ‘Wobbly Wheel’, the newsletter for the rally, which can be found in 
our newsletter rack or on the rally website.  Some basic Model ‘T’ cars which will run 
once assembled are also sought by the organisers to be used in this competition.  
Please pass me the details if you know of anything suitable.  
 
Committee wishes at Prizegiving to acknowledge all newly restored vehicles for the 
past year.  If you have completed, or know of a vehicle restoration completed by a 
club member in the past financial year, even if it has not appeared on a club event 
yet, we would be grateful for a tip-off. 
 
I have entry forms for the Northland Motorcycle Rally (21st May) and the VCC 2012 
Rally in Wanganui (16/26th January 2012). 
 

The information in this newsletter and on the clubõs web site, is supplied as a service to club 

members.  Articles and other copy of interest are always welcome and encouraged.  The 

opinions expressed in this newsletter and on the clubõs website are those of  the author 

alone.  Neither the club nor any of its officers accepts responsibility for the accuracy of any 

statements or opinions. 

Secretary 
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Mooloo Meander - Prizewinners 

Veteran & Vintage  
1st   Clive Hallam 1926 Douglas, Auckland  
2nd   Don Green 1930 Rudge, Auckland  
3rd    Peter Cooper 1930 Scott, Auckland  
Post Vintage  
1st    Hugh Anderson 1939 Ariel, Waikato  
2nd   Bob Hayton 1941 Norton, Waikato  
3rd   Graeme Crawley 1938 Ariel, Auckland  
Post War  
1st    Norm Lawrence 1957 Douglas, Auckland  
2nd John Penman 1954 Ariel, Auckland  
3rd = Vic Brickell 1950 Triumph, Auckland  
       John & Angela Bryant 1955 Velocette, Auckland  
Post 60  
1st   Jillian Hayton 1976 Honda, Waikato  
2nd   Peter & Robyn Levet 1972 Honda, Auckland  
3rd   Terry & Bev Pidduck 1980 Honda, Waikato  
Combinations & 3 Wheeler  
1st   Alan & Gail Duffy 1933 Morgan, Auckland  
2nd  John & Jill Williams 1937 Morgan, Waitemata  
3rd   Ron Fey 1955 BSA, Waikato  
Invitation  
1st   Ian Hutchins 1972 Triumph, Waikato Classic  
2nd  Frank Parnell 1951 BSA, Bay of Plenty  
3rd  Ted Billett 1951 Triumph, Tokoroa  
Overall Winner and 1st Waikato Jillian Hayton 1976 Honda  

Thank you to our Mooloo Sponsors  
 

Castrol Oil,  
Blackwood Motor Cycles,  

Bridgestone Tyres,  
The Toolshed Morrinsville,  

Wynnùs, 
ENZED Waikato,  

Auto Trail,  
Emblemùs NZ  

Equipment Marketing  
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What a fantastic day for the Mooloo Motorcycle Rally. The sun shone and the day 
warmed up with little cloud in the sky. 
 

63 entrants assembled at the club rooms for the 
start.  There was a good range of motorcycles 
from the 30`s to the mid 70`s. There were 4 
three wheel Morgan’s and three side-car outfits 
also. 
It was good to see an Ariel Square Four out on 
the run as these bikes now seem to be more on 
show than used.  Roy over took me at one stage 
and that sweet exhaust note was definitely Ariel 
Square Four. 
 

Our route took us over and around Lake 
Karapiro where a major rowing event was being held.  We then travelled through 
picturesque valleys and up in to the hills to the west of Lake Arapuni.  These roads 

turned out to be excellent motorcycle country.  We 
ended up at the Wharepapa South hall for lunch, 
where there were some minor repairs carried out 
with much advice being freely given. 
 

The day was fine 
and warm as we 
c o n t i n u e d  o n 
through some river 
valleys which had 
great big limestone 

formations jutting out 
of the hill sides.  Then on through the rolling country 
side and onto busier roads, finally ending back at the 
club rooms.  At times we seemed to be following the 
huge transmission lines with their great towering 
pylons.  It’s amazing how they seem to be invading 
the country side. 

 
We later returned to the clubrooms for a 
great prize giving dinner, where there were 
some interesting prizes given out and with 
Jillian Hayton being overall winner.   
 
This ended a fantastic days ride with a very 
big thank you to the plotters and the 
helpers that made this a great rally for us 
all. 

Kelvin Mitchell  

Mooloo Meander - April 2011 

Awaiting starter’s orders 

Peter Cooper ready for off 

Sidecars and Moggies line up 

A brace of Dragonflies 
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Bruce Murcott’s - 1951 MkIV Humber Hawk 

On a rally way back in July 1994 we finished up at Haydn and Margaret Lovegrove’s 
residence in Riverlea.  As blokes do, after having a snack they ventured out the back 
to view all Haydn’s treasures.  Bruce was dumbfounded when he spotted what 
looked like the back of a 1951 MkIV Humber Hawk just like he had had in the 50’s.  
Despite the fact that it was waist high in grass he managed to fossick around it and 
have a good look.  Needless to say, Bruce was back the next day to see if it was for 
sale and what the asking price was.  Yes it was and $400 would buy it.  Knowing all 
the work that was needed, the counter offer of $300 was tendered and accepted.   
 

The car was not in a driveable state - the gearbox was in the boot, radiator on the 
back seat and drive shaft was 
straddled across the front and 
back seats.  The motor was in 
pieces in the shed.  A trailer 
was needed to collect the car 
and with bonnet tied down 
and the doors tied shut it was 
off to it’s new home. 
The Hawk had been days 
away from being buried in a 
hole out the back of 
Gordonton when Haydn had 
rescued it.  It was owned by 
two young chaps who had two 
Hawks a MkIII and MkIV, and they were going to make one car out of the two.  
Somewhere along the way they went their separate ways and one was left with just 
the MkIV.  This got put into a shed and was forgotten about until the farm was sold 
and the new owner discovered it.  This was when Haydn got the call to pick it up. 
 

Poor Bruce hadn’t forewarned his late wife Margaret that another project was about 
to descend on them and consequently the Hawk (and Bruce) didn’t receive a very 

welcome reception.  Bruce was in the 
dog-box for some time.  The date of 
arrival to the Murcott household was 
18 July 1994 and on 19 July 1994 
Bruce began work on this extensive 
restoration.   
 

Once Margaret had calmed down and 
warmed to the idea she made the 
suggestion that Bruce keep a record of 
all the work and cost associated with 
bringing the Hawk back to life.  The 

Hawk had to be stripped down right to the bones - every last nut and bolt was 
removed.  The chassis was sandblasted and painted.  Bruce checked over the diff 

The Hawk arrives home 

Bodywork nearly finished 
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and gearbox and stripped down the motor.  The motor was rebored and fitted with 
new pistons and the motor reborers also put in new valve guides for no extra cost.  
The bodywork needed quite a bit of TLC, with the mudguards badly damaged and a 
lot of rust on the boot lid and bottoms of doors.  A whole sheet of panel steel was 
needed for this cosmetic surgery.  
 

The surprising thing for Bruce was the chrome ware.  He was expecting to have to 
rechrome every shiny piece but as he was working through the car he found that a 
lot of the chrome was just dirty and a good clean was all that was needed.  The front 
bumper and overriders were the only items that had to be redone. 
On 31 December 1995 the newly resplendent Humber Hawk was issued with a VIN 
and registration.  Bruce’s log books detail a total cost of $5842.85 with 1,741 hours 
of labour.  
 

The first official Rally was the VCC 50th Anniversary Rally in Christchurch and since 
then Bruce has meticulously recorded every single mile travelled in the Hawk.  It has 
been down to the Burma Rally in Wanganui 12 times, Journey through Time in the 
King Country numerous times and all the local calendar and club runs along the 
way.  In 2004, coming back from yet 
another Burma Rally, Bruce noted that  he 
had had a very slow trip back.  Anything 
over 30mph created a terrible clatter in 
the engine.  The motor had to be stripped 
down and 3 pistons were found to be 
damaged - a rebore out to 40thou and it 
was as right as rain again.  Bruce had set 
the odometer at zero when the restoration 
was complete and he has clocked up over 
37,000 miles during that time.   
 

The highlight of the Hawk’s life for Bruce was just last year when he used the Hawk 
for his granddaughter Gemma’s wedding in 
Auckland.  Bruce was very smartly dressed as 
a chauffeur in jacket and cap and as he drove 
along Mt Eden Road with the bridesmaids in 
the car, he said if felt like being royalty as all 
the street had come out to wave to them.  Cars 
were moved out the way when he arrived at 
the hotel in Symonds Street to pick up the 
bride and then it was on to Cornwall Park for 
photos and reception.  This was a day he 
would not have missed for anything. 

 

Another highlight for Bruce was coming home from the Anniversary Rally in 1996 
when he stopped at Southward’s Museum with the Hawk.  He went in to view the 
collection and was amazed when he saw the  Rootes Group stand that there was no 
Humber Hawk amongst them.  When Bruce enquired as to why they didn’t have one 

(Continued on page 10) 

Engine in place 

Before After 
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he was told that they were as 
rare as hen’s teeth.  So to make 
their day, Bruce asked the 
curator to give Len a shout and 
tell him that there was something 
parked outside that he should 
see.  Len was just having his 
lunch, but insisted that Bruce and 
his guests have lunch in the café 
and then he would be out.  Well 
part way through lunch a very 
excited Len came and fetched 
Bruce to have a look over the car.  
He was absolutely speechless 

and made Bruce an offer on the spot for $15,000.  When Bruce turned it down the 
offer was raised another $2K.  Bruce had to explain to Len that whilst it was a very 
generous offer, he was really not interested in selling it as this had been such a 
labour of love and he wanted to get the pleasure out of using the car.  Knowing that 
it is quite a rare car he did offer Len that if neither of his son’s wanted the car when 
Bruce was no longer able to use it, he would like to give it to the museum.    
 

As one who has had the pleasure of driving Bruce’s Hawk, it is a delight to drive and 
handles beautifully on both gravel and sealed roads.  I understand that it is also a 
very economic vehicle - after the last club run, the economy run to Kaiaua, Bruce 
recorded a stunning 30mpg performance. 
 
Some facts about the Humber Hawk 
Weight -  1 Ton, 5 cwt 70lbs 
Engine - 4 side valve - 58bhp @3400rpm 
Capacities 
Radiator - 20 Pints/11.4 litres 
Engine Oil - 10 Pints/5.68litres 
Gearbox Oil - 1.75pints/1litre 
Diff Oil - 1.75pints/1litre 
Petrol Tank - 10 gallons/45 litres 91 Octane 
Cruising Speed - 50-55mph/80-90kph 
Top Speed - 78mph125kph 

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS. 
 

 

We hope that you will enjoy the club and itõs many activities 

 

Rex Marsh of Hamilton (Ford Model ‘A’ Pickup) 
Graeme & Susan Halford of Hong Kong,  

 Ron Fey (BSA motorcycles) transferred from Auckland Branch 

The finished result 
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ATTENTION  
ARE YOU GOING TO THE VCC RALLY 2012 AT WANGANUI? 
YOU WILL REQUIRE A CURRENT VEHICLE IDENTITY CARD? 
If you are entering the speed event at Manfeild you will also require 

A CURRENT VEHICLE IDENTITY CARD,  
HISTORIC RACING LICENCE AND LOG BOOK  

If you do not have any of the above or they have expired please contact me as 
soon as possible.  Do not leave it to the last minute as you may miss out.  If you 
require the Application Forms please contact me at 07-823-5641 or email 

jsfoot@xtra.co.nz  

Application forms are also downloadable from the Club Website www.vcc.org.nz 

Post Racing Licence and Log Book applications direct to Christchurch. 
Post the completed VIC forms to me at:  
1 Knox Place, Cambridge  3432 
 
Vehicle Identity Co-ordinator  
John Foot 

 

Saturday 04 June  

Clubrooms and  
Parts shed will be 
open from 1-4pm 

 

Social Function  

Hamilton Museum 
Grantham St,  

Hamilton 
6-9pm  

Sunday 05 June  
First car away 9am - Mighty River Car Park  

160 Peachgrove Road, Hamilton  

 
Prize -giving Dinner -  6.30pm til' late 

Hamilton Workingmens Club  
45 Commerce Street, Frankton  

 

SEP 

FEB 

 

http://www.vcc.org.nz
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M
A

Y
  

Sun 1 Cambridge Autumn Festival (Page 18) 

Wed 4 Committee Meeting 

Sat 7 Commercial Day at Clubrooms  

Wed 11 Club Night - Graham Wilkinson - Fuel Systems 

Sat 14 Prizegiving Dinner (Page 17) 

Sun 22 Training Run (Page 18) 

J
U

N
E

   

Wed 1 Committee Meeting 

Sat/Sun 4-5 Double Fifty Earthquake Appeal Rally 

Wed 8 Club Night - AGM 

Sun 12 Motorcycle Run 

Sat 18 Night Rally with Don Missen 

J
U

L
Y

 

Wed 6 Committee Meeting 

Wed 13 Club Night 

Sat or Sun 23/24 Club Event 

Events Ahead         Home 

MAY CLUB NIGHT 
Wednesday 11th May 
 

 
Graham Wilkinson from Waihi is 

the owner of Fuel Flow 
Solutions, manufacturers of 
vehicle petrol pumps. 

 
Graham has offered to come 
along and talk to us about his 

products and hopefully offer you 
solutions to those niggling fuel 
problems. 

NIGHT RALLY 
Saturday 18 June 

 
Get your lights 
checked out on your 

car, charge up the 
torch batteries and 
make sure you have your winter 

woollies sorted.   
 
Mark this one down in your 

calendar, we will have full 
details next month. 
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M
A

Y
 

Sat/Sun 21-22 Northland Motorcycle Rally 

J
U

N
E

 

  No Events 

Sat 02 Wellsford Winter Woollies Wander J
U

L
Y

 

Sun 10 Rotorua Swap meet 

Events Ahead         Away 

 
 

 

VCC Rally 2012 - Wanganui 

  

Camping Ground 
  

We are pleased to advise that itõs all 

go for the rally camping ground 

adjacent to the Rally Venue 

Powered or non-powered sites 

Reasonable rates 

Donõt delay as there is a limited 

number of sites 

  

For more information on camping 

ground or to make a booking contact 

Christine Hunter 

hunter.c@wanganuihigh.school.nz 

or phone (06) 349 0178 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

To Enter 
  

Printed entry forms are available from 

your Branch Secretary. 

  

For more information or to enter 

online go to www.vccrally2012.co.nz 

  

If you have successfully completed 

registration through the website, you 

will have received instant 

confirmation that it has been 

acceptedñif  this has not happened, 

or you are unsure,  contact Neil Farrer 

on 06 343 6248 

  

If you wish,  you can pay a deposit of 

$100.00 now and pay balance of 

entry fee by instalments 
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When Des phoned to ask for cars for a display at the Te Awamutu Car Show in early 
April, we readily agreed to help out as we knew with Des at the helm he would do his 
best to make sure the club was well represented.   
 
We will forgive him for having to get the cars out to the racecourse by 8.30 and 
forgoing the weekend sleep-in.  He did indeed manage to get a good array of 
member’s vehicles for the display - showcasing all eras of the movement. 
 
With gazebo and club 
banners in place, all we 
as car owners had to do 
was wander around and 
catch up with fellow 
members and generally 
have a very sociable 
day. 
Reg Ridley (organiser) 
who was wearing his 
Triumph Car Club hat 
was very pleased with 
the turnout of over 200 
cars from all sorts of genres.  He is amazed that the event continues to grow and will 
have to look next year at expanding the area for showing cars.  As this is a 
fundraiser for the Westpac Air Ambulance it is a very worthy cause for the club to 
support.  To top off the day, our display won First Place for Best Visiting Car Club.  

 
There was a small swapmeet attached to the 
event.  Barrie Grant had collected up some 
goodies from the parts shed to find new homes, 
but it was a bit of a slow day - for his $5 entry 
through the gate he only managed to sell $1.50 
worth of parts.   
 
The weather was just right for a day in the 
open, enough cloud cover to dampen down the 
heat of the sun without being too cold.   
In all there were sixteen club cars in attendance 

and they created a lot of interest from the public.  Des and Val were on hand to offer 
up information about the club when needed and with an array of chairs under the 
gazebo we could all pop in for a sit down for lunch and a chat. 
 
Des would like to especially thank Joe and Lorraine Bruntlett and Chris Brown who 
were at the racecourse extra early to help with the setup and to get things in place. 
 

Te Awamutu Car Show 

THE PROUD WINNERS 
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Photos from the Car Show 

1924 Cadillac V63 
This handsome group of 
‘young men’ all have an 
association, past and present, 
with this car.  From left: Mr 
Patterson (Grant’s father) 
serviced this vehicle as a 
younger man, Barrie Grant 
(owner 1950-60), Danny Ryan 
(restorer and owner 1960-
2008) Grant Patterson 
(present owner).  The Cadillac 
is back home on the Te 
Awamutu Racecourse where 
it visited often from 1926-46 
towing a horse float. 
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Commercials 

A 1918 Thornycroft lorry has found it’s way into our shed at Raglan.  As it may be 
the only Veteran to join the show and run on Commercial Day at the clubrooms on 
the 7th May, I thought it’s makers’ history would be of interest. 
 

John I Thornycroft trained as an engineer and naval architect, but as a 19 year old 
designed a steam car in 1862 and two years later established the Steam Carriage & 
Wagon Company at his existing Thames-side boat yard in Chiswick, London.  The 
restrictive red flag legislation at the time discouraged much development of motor 
transport in the UK, so the works continued with small ship building and high speed 
launches.  One early success was the company’s water tube boilers, some of which 
were used on the Royal Barge in 1885. 
 

Thornycrofts became interested in producing road vehicles again in 1895, perhaps 
anticipating repeal the following year of the UK’s 4mph general speed limit for motor 
vehicles.  These were steam powered lorries and vans with water tube boilers sold 
to both municipalities and businesses.  Around this time there were many official 
trials for self-propelled vehicles, for both civil and military use, in which Thornycrofts 
recorded consistent success.  They lay claim to the first articulated vehicle and also 
the first 5-tonner.  In 1898 steam powered wagons were supplied to the army for the 
first time and some were sent to South Africa during the Boer wars, where they 
performed admirably.  Steam powered vehicles were built continuously until 1907.   
 

Petrol engines had been introduced in 1902 for smaller lorries, but from 1907 the 
direction was taken totally towards internal combustion and the steam interests were 
sold off.  Paraffin engines were known to be of preferred use in the Colonies, where 
paraffin was much more readily available than benzene, so vehicle and engine 
exports throughout the Empire were thereafter quite significant.  At this time the ship 
building interests were separated from the vehicle activities and were later – in the 
1960’s - to merge with Vosper, to become Vosper-Thornycroft.   
 

Thornycroft also continued to be successful in supplying the military with vehicles, 
good numbers being used in both world wars.  Powered landing barges were also 
produced for use in WWII.  In 1948 the company name was changed to Transport 
Equipment (Thornycroft) Ltd. to avoid confusion with the boat and ship builders. 
 

In New Zealand, Mr. Alexander Hatrick of the great Wanganui river boats enterprise 
replaced a steam engine with a Thornycroft oil engine in 1908.  His company later 
became the agent for Thornycroft in New Zealand and a large vehicle importer.  
Hatricks brought a further 15 of these engines to replace steam engines on their 
river boats, some vessels having two engines.  However it seems that paraffin 
engines were the main types supplied for both lorries and boats in the early years.  
Thornycroft omnibuses were also produced in the 1920’s, but the Company’s long 
life was considerably helped by supplying military vehicles over a long period. 
 

The end came in 1961 with takeover by ACV Ltd (Associated Commercial Vehicles 
Ltd), the former AEC Ltd, but these were tough times for the British motor industry 
and so the next year ACV were in turn taken over by Leyland Motors and then later 
largely absorbed under their Scammell interests at Watford.  Terry Pidduck 
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Waikato Branch Clubrooms  

6.30pm, BYO Drinks, $15 dinner  

Dress - Smart casual  

 

Come along for a great social night  

 

As this is a catered meal you will 

need to book with Jenny Patton  

 

RSVP Jenny: email - red4go@xtra.co.nz  

Ph 855 -6899 or 0274 195 672  

 

Set this evening aside to join us  

BRANCH ANNUAL 

PRIZEGIVING DINNER  
SATURDAY May 14th  

COMMERCIAL DAY 
 

Saturday 07 May  
Branch Clubrooms - 10am onwards 

 
BYO Lunch/Road Run/Display 

 
Catered dinner from 5.30pm onwards 

 

Enquiries to Terry 07 825 0583/027-272-6319 
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Cambridge Autumn Festival  

 Sunday 01 May  

Victoria Square 10am -  2pm 
 

A display of vehicles is requested for this 

event.  There will be a main street Carnival 
with a wide range of craft and art stalls 

complete with working artists along with 200 

to 300 performers on the main street. These 

will include street theatre, musicians, dance, Japanese drummers and 
Morris dancers. There will also be a Harvest Festival in the town hall and a 

concert by the Auckland Mandolin Orchestra.  

There will be lots for us to see and do on this day so why not get together 
with your friends, have lunch at one of the many cafes and enjoy a great 

day in Cambridge. 

Organisers would like the cars parked up by 9 -45am and would also like us 

to do a Victoria Street drive through at 11 -30am for those who want to . 
 

For more information contact Paul Fussey 07 -823 -7448  

Sunday 22 May - 10 am  
Branch Clubrooms 
 
 

Greg & Gaynor Terrill will first take you through the finer 
points of competitive rallying, followed by a short run to 
put it all into practice.  BYO lunch and donüt forget to 
bring along your rally rules booklet. 
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I received a letter of thanks from someone who took part in the 
Mooloo Meander Rally, which I feel sums up the event very well. 
”Another very successful Mooloo, how do you keep up the 
standard?  Please pass on my appreciation to all in the team who 
contributed”  It is good to get this type of feed back and I would 
also like to thank all who helped.  
 
The Friday night was well attended and thanks to Ann, Trish, 
Joyce and Margaret who did a great job in preparing the meal.  
 
Saturday dawned brilliantly fine, just what was need for the 63 bikes to head off on a 
great ride plotted by Neville and Cheryl.  Once we had left Cambridge the run took 
us truly out in the country for about 60 miles before we arrived back into civilization 
at the Wharepapa South Hall for lunch.  This was put on by the local PTA and some 
one was heard saying that the filled rolls were so large they took 10 minutes to eat.  
As there was no petrol to be had on the run the lunch stop turned out to be a bit of a 
Pit Stop, with the 4 Morgans and the older bikes, including mine, with small tanks 
being refuelled from cans.  
 
Off on another scenic ride back to the clubrooms via the Kairangi loop road which 
got most of the out of town people a bit confused as there were bikes going in all 
directions. 
  
The Saturday night meal was brought in by outside caterers which allowed Jillian 
and her team, who usually do the meal, to enjoy the night along with 60 other 
people. Again our Sponsors (see the result sheet for the list) had been very 
generous with supplies which all help to make for a great evening.  The overall 
winner and first Waikato was Jillian Hayton riding her 1976 Honda.  
Well that is the Mooloo Meander over for another year, again thanks to all that 
helped.  
 
Our next social run will be on Sunday the 12th June and we will be visiting Mike 
Arthur’s home near Tirau.  He has a collection of bikes, some restored and others in 
the process of being done.  More on this visit in the next Venture.  
 
In the meantime, Safe Riding  
Peter Spiller  

Motorcycles  

Did you know? 
The first Chevrolet built in 1912 was a 6 cylinder.  The first 4 cylinder model 
in 1914 had internal rear brakes.  Options included free wheeling device, 
hill holder, vacuum clutch, automatic transmission and overdrive.  So 
ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƴŜǿΚΚ 
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The Waikato Team of John & Shirley Foot, Paul & Carol 
Fussey and Greg & Gaynor Terrill were the winners of 
the Maxwell Team Trophy at the Easter Rally.  Well done 
everyone - this is becoming a bit of a habit!! 

 
Parts Shed has in stock 2 sets of 

bucket seats for Morris Minor 
1 blue and 1 red in good condition, also 

Morris Minor motors and bonnets 
and a 1922 Veteran Dodge Motor 

 

Wanted 

Morris 8 series I or II carburettor wanted. 
Contact; Peter Fulton 07 827 0823 or peterfb@clear.net.nz 

Early veteran clutch, gearbox or diff to suit light car, preferably De Dion Bouton 
but anything will be considered.   
Contact; Peter Fulton 07 827 0823 or peterfb@clear.net.nz 

1985 XZ Yamaha 400 Twin - Plastic side panels that fit below the seat. 
Ph. Howard Porteous 07 888 7596. 
I have other parts that I can swap!! 

CAR WANTED FOR VCC RALLY 2012 
An Australian couple would like to borrow a car for the above rally.  They are 
members of the Buick Car Club of Australia and the Vintage Car Club of Western 
Australia.  At home they rally an extremely well presented 1929 Buick Master 
Roadster.   
Your car would be in very good hands with these people. If you are able to help 
or would like to know more please contact John Foot Phone 07-823-5641 
email jsfoot@xtra.co.nz   

Better luck next time Barrie!! 

mailto:peterfb@clear.net.nz
mailto:peterfb@clear.net.nz
mailto:jsfoot@xtra.co.nz
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Market Place  -  For Sale 

1974 MGBGT in original well maintained condition $6500.  Also available with 
this car if required, an overdrive gearbox $750.  Contact Kerry 07 843 6748 

Storage available, Cambridge area, secure, one car space with power & lighting. 
This is not a workshop but dry secure storage available now till April 2012. 
$75.00 per month. Please call Theo 0274 903248 

I have a 1933 Austin 10 which is in need of a new owner as well as a major 
rebuild.  If you have anyone interested please contact me at. 
Alan Brown (Auckland) 027 459 7745 or 09 579 5891  

Triumph Tiger Cub T20. 1958 200cc ohv. Pre ’65 Trials project. Some spares, 
Running. Haynes Workshop Manual + Tech: articles. 
$3250 ono Can be viewed on TradeMe. Contact: Mike: ph: 07 888 – 1719 

Storage available - 114 Pickering Road.  Fully enclosed shed holds 12-18 cars 
with connected power.  Please  call Dennys 07 827 1910 

Club Shirts -  $25  

A revamped V&VCC (Waikato) Inc polo shirt is now available. Colour is 

maroon with black and will have the Waikato VCC patch label sewn on.  

They are in a cool breathable fabric.   

To order - phone Jenny Patton on 07 -855 -6899  

1955 Ford special. Single seater, based on the Kurtis Speedway Midget, 100e 
Ford engine, balanced and ported with mild cam, Morris 8, 4 speed gearbox, 
Morris rear end.  A good competitive hill climb car, very reliable, easy to drive and 
maintain. Complete with spare diffs, brakes and other parts. VCC identity card 
 
1 x 109E Anglia motor completely rebuilt, balanced, cam by Franklin cams.  
Carbs either 2 x 1.5” SU or 2 x twin choke 40mm side draught Dellortos.  Cylinder 
head is aluminium Aquaplane with large valves and ports, very rare.  This motor 
is complete with 4 speed gearbox and driveshaft ready to fit in the car above . 
Will sell separately 
 
Various 105E and 109E Parts including blocks, heads, 109E crankshaft, solid 
105E crankshaft, heads, rods and other bits. 
 
For further information contact:  
Greg Terrill  07 846-4355 or 027-2145816 



 

W B S 
Waikato Bonding Services 

6 Belfast Place Hamilton 
 

For all your brake & clutch re-lining 

services.   Specialising in re-bonding  
of all veteran, vintage and classic  
brake shoes, pads and drive lines. 

 

 

Steven Hunter - Manager 

Phone: 0800-BOND-007 

         0800-2663-007 

Auto Trail Ltd 
Automotive, Trailer & Tractor Spares, Accessories & Tools  

3 EMPIRE ST. HAMILTON  
PH 07 847 8908 

Shock absorbers. Suspension components. CV joints 
Aerials. Hand Tools. Trailer Components. Disc pads 

Water Pumps. Timing /Fan/Micro Belts. Gauges. 
Speedo Cables.  Speedo Repairs 

 

 

 

For New Work and Repairs 

Domestic and Commercial 
 

F.B. HALL 
& Co. Ltd EST 1923 

50 Greenwood St, Frankton, Hamilton 

07-847 4780 

 

TYRE TRADERS 
     24 Commerce  St. 
    Cambridge 
 

 For ALL your 
 Tyre needs  
 Visit Don Wise 

 Sales Consultant 
 & VCC member 
 Phone  07 827 3875 

STEEL FRAMED SHEDS 
CARPORTS, FACTORIES 

WORKSHOPS AND 
BARNS 

 

Mangawhero Road Matamata 
GRAHAM PATE MANAGER   

&  WVVCC MEMBER 
 

 PHONE 07 888 8810       
FAX  07 888  8831  
A/H 07 888 0009    

 Mobile 021 280 1586 



PAUL CLARK -   
PROPERTY LAWYERS 

Fo r  a l l  yo u r  le g a l   

re q u i re me n ts 

SPECIALISING IN PROPERTY 
TRANSACTIONS 

Octagon House,1 Seddon Rd. 
 Hamilton 

PH:  07-839-1258                  FAX:  07-839-1259 

               

 
 

 

                                         Every Sunday the Gostiona Restaurant 

hosts New Zealandôs most popular smokehouse bbq.  Mouth 
watering, authentically smoke roasted pork belly, charcoal roasted 

chicken or beef, roast veg and a large range of salads. Including 

homemade hot apple strudel for dessert, and tea or coffee. 
 

 ONLY 

$32.00  

Open 12.00pm, buffet served 12.30pm  
Bookings essential PH. 843-5431 

Cnr Rukuhia & Ohaupo Rds 

5 min from Hamilton 

www.gostiona.co.nz  

Smoke House BBQ 
úSunday lunch buffetû 


