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Well my fellow club members 2011 has really got off to a flying start. 
 

I believe the New Yearôs Day run was an outstanding success; unfortunately Marcia 
and I were unable to attend.  We were at Matarangi spending some quality time with 
the family.  From all accounts the day was great, excellent turnout, lovely weather, 
and interesting places to visit, well done Bob and Jillian.  
 

Then the next event was the Blue Smoke and Pedals.  Thanks to Ron Tuck and his 
helpers, it was another successful day. From all reports the mini bikers had a lot of 
fun.  
 

Some of you might recall that in the December issue I mentioned that I was going to 
Wanganui to watch the motorcycle racing on Boxing Day.  Well I went and I 
thoroughly enjoyed myself.  Christmas Day was different to say the least.  Marcia 
worked Christmas Eve, so she came home Christmas morning, we had breakfast 
together (cereal and toast) then she went to bed and I hopped in the motorhome and 
headed to Wanganui.  My son, Darren, and his friend Karl met me in Wanganui and 
Darren drove me into the pits and we parked our bus right behind Neville and Cheryl 
Micklesonôs camper.  What a great spot to stay, right in the pit area and easy access 
to the track.  Unfortunately Neville and Jo (his daughter) had a high speed accident 
in their last race and both were taken to hospital to be checked out (Jo was OK and 
Neville suffered some trauma to his shoulder).  You will probably remember that 
Neville spoke at a club night some time ago about his sidecar racing exploits with 
his daughter Jo as his swinger. Of course the reason for me going to Wanganui was 
to watch Darren and Karl race.  This is their 3rd season of racing and the first time at 
Wanganui with their new side chair unit.  It was a Tri series event, Hampton Downs, 
Manfeild, and the final at Wanganui.  At the prize giving I was very proud to see 
Darren and Karl receive 4th place in the F1 side car series.  Not bad for a couple of 
young guys who have a very limited budget and do all their own maintenance.  So 
that was my Christmas and Boxing Day activities and I really enjoyed it.  
 

Following that, and after Marcia had finished her shifts, we went up to Matarangi to 
spend time with our daughter, son in law and the grandkids.  That was really neat, 
lovely weather, BBQ dinners, and a few cold beers made for a real Kiwi Holiday.  Of 
course we had to come home after 4 days so Marcia could go back to work, 
(someone has to pay the bills), then it was back to Matarangi.  This time we took the 
MG Midget for a drive, up the coast road to Matarangi with the top down on a sunny 
day. What a lovely drive.  So folks that is the reason I was unable to attend the first 
two events of 2011.  
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There is a pretty full programme for the year ahead so there should be something to 
cater for all tastes, with the possible addition of a winter time sporting trial that 
should be pretty exciting, both for spectators and participants.  Our first club night 
was reasonably well attended, people brought along their dinner and then we 
watched a very funny movie, ñTHOSE MAGNIFICENT MEN IN THEIR FLYING 
MACHINESò. Thanks to Paul Draper for providing it.  It was a lovely evening, and it 
was nice to share my birthday cake with you all.  The new position of the projector 
and screen is a great improvement and will help immensely with seating 
arrangements.  
 

I would like to make the suggestion that we hold regular movie nights at the 
clubrooms. Maybe the last Thursday night of the month, open at 7pm for a drink and 
show a movie at 7.30pm. Perhaps showing some of the old comedy or classic 
movies, not just car movies or past rallies.  Just a good fun night out: what do you 
think?  We have the equipment and the premises so letôs use it.  Send me an email 
or ring me with your thoughts.  
 

The Vintage Venture is fast approaching, Saturday 5th March, so start polishing your 
vehicles so they will be gleaming. With Colin and Donna Storey organising this 
event you know it is going to be a stunner.  On March the 12th Jeremy Brook and I 
will be attending the National Executive meeting in Auckland. This will be your 
opportunity to have your opinions or concerns raised. It is the executive committee 
that is the governing body of the club. If you have any concerns or opinions you 
would like raised, please contact Jeremy or myself and let us know.  
 

On a sad note, most of you will know that two of our members passed away 
recently. Bob Hayton and I, along with other club members attended the funeral 
services of Peter Bryant and Roger Lunt. Both services were on the same day and it 
was fortunate the timing was right for us to be able to attend both.  As club members 
our thoughts are with both families in their time of grief.  
 

Next month I will give you our comments on our next adventure, Marcia and I are 
going on an 8 day cruise, leaving Auckland on the 19th Jan. There has already been 
one cyclone around New Caledonia, with another one forming. But we canôt control 
the weather; we have never done a cruise before so it will be a new experience. On 
my 60th birthday we crossed on the Inter-Islander on our way to Invercargill, so for 
my 65th we are doing another cruise.  
 

So folks, your holidays are over, you are all back at work. Letôs make 2011 a year to 
remember. 
 
Graham Pate 

The information in this newsletter and on the clubõs web site, is supplied as a service to club 
members.  Articles and other copy of interest are always welcome and encouraged.  The 

opinions expressed in this newsletter and on the clubõs website are those of  the author 
alone.  Neither the club nor any of its officers accepts responsibility for the accuracy of any 

statements or opinions. 
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News of one of our members passing away is always sad, but to receive news of two 
with funerals on the same day in early January was even more so. 
 
Peter Bryant and Roger Lunt were different personalities, but with a common interest 
in old vehicles, both two and four-wheeled.  Their lengths of membership and the 
ways in which they followed their interest varied too, but both were spoken of with 
great affection in this regard at their respective funeral services.  Both Sharon and 
Colleen have given great support to their menfolk in these interests over the years ï 
we send our sympathies in their loss and best wishes for their respective future 
years. 
 
At Blue Smoke & Pedals, a visitor from Wellington lost a set of keys at Narrows 
Park, which are distinguishable by the miniature Swiss Army knife on the ring.  If you 
found or are aware of what happened to these keys, could you please let me know. 
 
You can expect your VCC subscription invoice for the 2011/2012 year to appear in 
your letterbox later this month.  In a change from past practice, the discount will 
apply only if payment is made prior to 20th March, rather than by the end of the 
month as was done previously.  Take care not to get caught out by this new 
administrative change. 
 
With all the motoring still ahead of us this season, and planning for the long trips to 
and around Wanganui in twelve months time now underway, you need one of our 
roadside safety kits.  There are only one or two left and at $100 each they are a 
great deal, so donôt miss out!!  See myself or any committee member to obtain one. 
 
Our club likes to recognise whenever members suffer illness, accident or 
bereavement with an appropriate card or message.  So could you let me know if you 
hear of such an instance; Iôd rather get several messages than none, so donôt 
assume someone else has seen to it. 
 
This month has finally said ógoodbyeô to Graham Fairless, who has transferred his 
membership to BoP Branch, after moving to live in Tauranga. 
 
I have entry forms for the EBoP Branch East Coast Rally (5th February), the 
Auckland Veteran Rally (12th February), the Gisborne Branch Three Rivers Rally 
(12th February), Hawkes Bay Art Deco Rally (18/20th February), VCC National 
Veteran and Motorcycle Rallies in the South Island (late February), both North and 
South Island Easter Rallies (New Plymouth and Gore), as well as the Taranaki 
Maunga Moana Rally (25th April) and the VCC 2012 Rally in Wanganui (16/26th 
January 2012). 
 
Bob Hayton 
Branch Secretary  
 

Secretary 
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On Sunday the 9th of January 2011 I went with my Ma, Pa, Mum, Dad, and brother 
Brayden to Narrows Park for Blue Smoke and Pedals.  This is where heaps of old 
fashion bikes go to do jumps,  seesaws and heaps of other activities. 
 
All the bikes had to be 30 years old or over but Brayden and I 
went against the rules and  took two bikes that were only about 3 
years old.  Ooo!!  Nah it was OK, some other children did too. 
 
My favourite bike was Stanôs which was number 100 because it 
had really tiny wheels and huge handle bars.  He looked 
hilarious!! (No offence Stan if youôre reading this!!)  I also saw 
bikes with pedals and also a motor.  That could be handy on my 
push bike!! 

 
There were two bikes, one red and 
the other one yellow, that you 
could fold up and put into your 
boot.  I really liked the scooters that you could put your 
feet down in front of you instead of apart.  That would 
be so much better!! 
 
Iôve been going to Blue Smoke and Pedals for three 
years.  The first two years I just watched everyone and 
helped a really nice man called Reg.  This year I got to 
ride my Suzuki 70 and also help Reg on three different 
activities.   

 
They were:  1: pulling 3 bottles on a tray without letting any fall over 
                   2: trying to throw 3 balls into a bucket   and    
           3: skiing with gumboots. 
 
My favourite activity was the seesaw because I 
did a jump off of it.   And because I won it!! 
 
The most challenging activity for me was the 
jousting because my stick got stuck in my wheel 
and I fell off and burnt my foot. 
 
I got the quickest time for the figure 8 activity.  
My time was 44 seconds.  I was so excited to 
have beaten Pa and Brayden.  Better luck next 
year boys!! 
 
To finish off the activities we had relays. 
My group colour was green and we came first. 

Five Chocolate Fish - BS & P Report 
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Club Captain 

 
At the end of the day we had prize giving.  I 
helped hand out all the prizes.  First, all the 
contestants were given a badge that had Blue 
Smoke and Pedals on it and a picture of an old 
fashioned bike.  Then everyone that got a place 
got a really long chocolate fish.  Guess how 
many I got? 
 
It was the best day ever!! 
 

By Zara Porteous (8 yrs old) 
Howard and Dianne½s granddaughter  
 

As the year gets into full swing the upcoming events should keep everyone happy. 
 

The first on our list is the February Club night where we are going to have an 
evening run up to Sanatorium Hill to take in the views, gardens and hopefully the 
evening birdsong.  We will take the run up there before it gets dark and then come 
back to the clubrooms to complete the usual formalities. 
 

Peterôs motorbike run on Sunday 13 Feb looks to be yet another interesting visit 
and run.  Checkout Page 19 for more information. 
 

Paul Clark is arranging the club run on Sunday 20 February to the private 
collection of Rolls Royce and Bentleys.  As this an all day outing - donôt forget to 
bring along your picnic lunch.  Details on Page 15. 
 

Entry forms for the Vintage Venture on Sat 5 March went out in the last magazine 
so please make sure you get them back to Colin and Donna Storey.  They are 
putting on quite a special event and encourage you to bring your children and 
grandchildren along.   
 

Club night on Wednesday 9 March will be Dr Megan Balks, a senior lecturer in 
Earth and Ocean Sciences at Waikato University who will be sharing her 
experiences of her visits to Antarctica. 
 

Looking forward to April, we have the Mooloo Meander coming up on the 2nd.  
This is always a well attended and very social event.  You still have a couple of 
months to get your bikes ready for this one. 
 

Keep those wheels turning! 

Your committee 
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My dream of ever owning a Locomobile steam car goes way back to 1972.  Janet & I 
went down to Nelson to the International Rally where on the Public Day, a little red 
and black 1900 steamer kept driving past us.  I was completely fascinated by it and 
soon I got to know Ross Jones who was the proud owner.   Of course, since that day 
Ross and I have our Cadillacôs in common as well.  That sort of veteran car seemed 
like a bit of me.  Steam cars are sparsely scattered over NZ so the chance of ever 
landing one was always fairly slim.  However, I kept my eyes and ears open anyway.   
I knew that John Stewart owned a 1901 Locomobile in Auckland that had been in his 
family since almost new but had been burnt out very early in itôs life. 
 
A few years went by with nothing happening then one day John and I were on the 
same Veteran Run and I thought to myself, it is now or never so I asked him ñwhat 
would it take to convince him that I needed that Locombile more than he did?ò.  A 
week or so later he rang and told me that he had never considered selling it but 
realistically, perhaps it was the sensible thing to do.  He suggested that I come up to 
Auckland to his house and have a look and make an offer.  Excitement - I couldnôt 
believe what I was hearing.  The following Saturday my son Colin and I set off to 
Auckland to view the remaining parts of a car I had only ever dreamed of owning and 
I was more than pleased with what I saw.  My offer was accepted so we loaded up 
my truck and headed home very excited.  Although there were quite a lot missing, I 
was quite confident I could make all the parts that were not included.   
 
Restoration got under way immediately after I had familiarised myself with all the bits 
and pieces and worked out their location and function and soon I was able to 
determine what was missing.  The chassis was in good condition and was soon 
cleaned up and painted.  New hubs and stubs and a good clean up of the motor etc.  
I couldnôt buy 35mm wide spring steel so I had to buy wider and slice it down the 
middle to make the springs.  A much bigger job than I had expected.  John had 
imported new rims from England so these were spoked then I purchased motorbike 
tyres to fit and soon, after many, many parts big and small were made and all the 
nickel plating done, it was finally on itôs wheels.   
 
I was very lucky to be able to have Peter Le Grosô locomobile stored in my workshop 
for a couple of years so I was able to measure up and make diagrams and 
photograph parts that I needed, including all the body work.  The wooden body was 
made from Tanekaha timber, not easy to come by but extremely strong, light and 
straight grained.  Beautiful timber to work with, similar to Kauri.  I really enjoyed the 
making of the wooden body.  I must confess that I am no car painter though so had 
the paint work done professionally with Glasurit.  A nice job resulted and then I had 
the problem of pin striping.  After thinking about it for quite a while I decided to do 
this myself and I am very happy with the result.   
 

After retirement, we decided to travel for a while then on return, put our 1/2 acre and 
large home on the market and downsized.  We were very lucky to find our new 

A DREAM REALISED - by Ray Officer  
110 YEARS OLD AND BACK ON THE ROAD   
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house with a full basement.  An engineerôs dream basement.  I had good intentions 
of having the Locomobile on the road by the time it was 100 years old but it was not 
to be as I had a few health issues which slowed me down but 2010 saw the 
restoration on the car start again.   
 
My good friend Nigel Weber 
from Cambridge rekindled my 
enthusiasm and got me going 
again.  He has been a great 
help wi th advice and 
assistance.  Without the help 
from friends the completion 
may never have eventuated.  
Thanks guys.  The upholstery 
was done locally, but there are 
a few little jobs still awaiting 
my attention like the leather 
dashboard which has to be 
hand stitched.  But by and 
large it is finally complete after 
22 years, more off than on I 
must add, but it is a good 
feeling to finally have realised 
my dream.   
 
The Locomobile was originally designed by the Stanley twin brothers at Waterton, 
Mass. but the steam rights were sold off to Locomobile in 1899 who continued to 
manufacture the little steam cars in several models until 1903.  By then the company 
could forsee that the future of the car industry was tending to go with the internal 
combustion engine so they sold the steam car company back to Stanley and 
manufactured quality petrol cars till about 1924 while Stanley persevered with 
steam.  The advent of the electric starter motor in a petrol car spelled doom for 
steam as it made life easy for women to own and operate the petrol powered 
motorcar without all the cranking.   
 
Restoration of a steam car is an entirely different ball game to a combustion engine 
car.  You need to know and fully understand steam and how it produces power to 
the wheels before one revolution is even turned.  Electricity is the only other power 
source that produces full power at no revs and a steam engine springs into life with 
only a minute touch of the throttle.  My car has pipe work leading in all directions 
each with different functions.  There are compressed air lines and high pressure fuel 
lines, low pressure water lines to pumps and high pressure water lines connecting 
pumps to the boiler, oil lines for lubrication and finally steam lines to provide the 
power.  Each line of pipes has its own particular function and when everything is 
fully co-ordinated, the car is quite lively, taking off from a standing start with only a 
muffled puff out of the chimney.   
 

A Mr. and Mrs. Linblom posing in front of their house in a 
1901 model Locomobile steam car 
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21st Annual Classic Car Show & Swapmeet  

Te Awamutu Race Course  

Sunday 10 April from 7.30am  
 

All classic car owners are welcome to display their vehicles. 
Fundraiser for Westpac Waikato Air Ambulance 

Show cars and driver - Gold coin donation 
Passengers and Public $5, Swapmeet sellers $10 per site 

Contact: Reg on 07 827 6766 

THE VINTAGE CAR CLUB OF N.Z -  EASTERN BAY OF PLENTY BRANCH (Inc ) 

INVITE YOU TO PARTICIPATE IN THE :EAST COAST RALLY  

SAT UR DAY  5 t h  FEBR U ARY  20 11  

Rally Director : Walter McFarland           Ph 07 308 7928  

Email wamcfarland@farmside.co.nz  

Whatawhataüs Blast from the Past 
Display and Swapmeet 

Sunday 06 March 10am -4pm 
 

Beneficiary - Starship Hospital 
Classic Cars * Hot Rods * Motorcycles * Rockônô Roll 

Bring along your vehicle for display  *  Public admission - gold coin, Vehicles $5 
Contact: Reg Johnston  07 829-8385 

I havenôt got it registered or warranted for the road as yet so I donôt really know itôs 
top speed but it appears to get along a lot faster than itôs ability to stop.  I guess 
learning to control it will be the next big hurdle, after I have tinkered with the brakes.  
It is my intention to be fully conversant with this wee car before I venture out on the 
busy roads so donôt expect to see it on a rally any day too soon.    

 
 
 
 
 

Ray Officer 

mailto:wamcfarland@farmside.co.nz
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Report - @ªĝċYª^āþĄċ,^ğċLĖÙ 

I took my black Devon ñAnnaò on this very hot and bright sunshiny day, to meet 
everyone at Karapiro.  We assembled in the carpark at the Powerhouse Cafe where 
we were able to get a coffee fix as well as our instructions for the dayôs run. 
 
We wended our way thruô picturesque country, on good good motoring roads, a lot 
of them new to me, heading south, taking in Tirau and ending up in Putaruru.  A 
good ópitstopô and murals into the bargain. 

 
On to a peaceful country bush reserve 
for our lunchðall very relaxed and 
laidback holiday modeðbefore visiting a 

collector and restorer of traction 
engines, including an early solid rubber 
wheel Thornycroft which burst into life 
after much cranking, and a large steam 
tractor and lorry.  Lots to be restored. 

 
We motored on to a parking area from where those of us so inclined did the 1 1/2 hr 
walk along a crystal clear stream, shaded by trees to a natural spring from which 
80% of NZôs bottled water is taken.  I ventured into the swimming hole for a deeper 
than intended paddle, and can assure you it was ice coldðvery refreshing.  At the 
end of the track we were transported back to our parked cars.  Coming home thruô 
Tirau I indulged in a big óSoftyô ice-cream, to keep me going on the journey home. 
 
Thanks for a well organised and enjoyable great New Yearôs Day out, to Jillian and 
Bob 
 

Stan and ûAnnaü 
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FEBRUARY CLUB NIGHT - Be ready to leave at 8pm  

To Gudex Reserve on Sanatorium Hill  
 

In 1902 óTe Waikato Sanatoriumô part of the Thorntonôs Maungakawa Hill Property was 
sold for £4,000 and they established the first open air sanatorium for tuberculosis sufferers 
in NZ  Initially there was space to treat 30 patients but this rapidly increased to 60 with 
treatment times of up to six months.  During WW1 ñTe Waikatoô became a convalescent 
home for servicemen.  The doors closed on this institution in 1922.  Among the items listed 
for sale at the auction were 1 x 2 storey house containing 25 rooms, a number of hutments 
11' x 9' and 33' x 11'. An electric light plant, kerosene engines, implements and vehicles 
from a nine seat coach, a konaki, a pig cart to horse clippers, covers and farm tools. 1000 
lots of furniture including some very old English bedroom furniture, 50 hospital beds, 100 
chairs, wheelbarrows, 6 colonies of bees and commodes  
Not much is left of óTe Waikatoô - just one concrete building with some of the buildings 
being re-sited to Waikato Hospitalôs Sunshine Ward and the band rotunda is also in the 
Waikato Hospital Grounds. 

We will drive up Maungakawa Hill leaving at 8pm.  Whilst there we can take in the 
sweeping views over the Waikato and wander around the gardens and enjoy the tranquillity 
of the area. 

F
E

B
   

Wed 2 Committee Meeting 

Wed 9 Club Night - Sanatorium Hill 

Sun 13 Motorcycle Run 

Sun 20 Club Run - Brookby Rolls Royce Collection 

M
A

R
  

Wed 2 Committee Meeting 

Sat 5 Vintage Venture  

Wed 9 Club Night - Dr Megan Balks on Antarctica Visits 

Sun 20 Club Run  

A
P

R
IL

 

Sat 2 Mooloo Meander Motorcycle Rally 

Wed 6 Committee Meeting 

Sat/Sun 16/17 Club Event 

Events Ahead         Home 
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Fri-Sun 4-6 Pukekohe Festival - Classic Motorcycle Racing 

Sat 5 East Coast Rally - Eastern Bay of Plenty 

Sat 12 Auckland Veteran Rally 

Fri/Sun 18-20 Art Deco - Napier;  National Veteran Rally, Ashburton 

Fri/Sun 25-27 National Motorcycle Rally - North Otago 

M
A
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Sun 6 Whatawhataõs Blast from the Past 

Sun 20 Auckland Vintage Muster 

Sun 27 BOP Waihi Hill Climb 

A
P

R
IL

  

Fri-Mon 22-25 North Island Easter Rally & Maunga Moana - New Plymouth 

Events Ahead         Away 

Pre -Made Rally Number Holders  
Now available to members.  $10 each  
Contact Shirley Foot if you want one  

The Bay of Plenty Vintage Car Club (Inc) 
Proudly presents the  

 
ANNUAL HILL CLIMB 

TRIG ROAD NORTH WAIHI 
SUNDAY MARCH 27 2011 

 
Open to all VCC members with club eligible vehicles,  

motorcycles or historic racing car 
 

Contact: Carole Lindsay 
23 Coopers Road,Greerton Tauranga 3112 

carn@clear.net.nz ph 07 578 9579 

mailto:carn@clear.net.nz
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AN OPPORTUNITY NOT TO BE MISSED!! 
FEBRUARY CLUB EVENT 

 

We are privileged to be invited to view Richard Langridgeõs private 
collection of motor vehicles, reputed to be the largest collection of 
Rolls Royce/Bentley vehicles in the Southern Hemisphere, if not the 
world.  All models are represented, from vintage through to 
modern.  In addition, there is an eclectic selection of other makes of 
exotic vehicles, bringing the total number of vehicles in the 
collection to over forty.  All are registered, warranted and ready to 
be used. 
 

The run to Richardõs property at Brookby takes the form of a non-
competitive tour with a picnic lunch on the way at the beautiful 
Hunua Falls.  Scenic back country roads (all sealed) are used, with 
only a couple of kilometres on State Highway 2.  There will be time 
for a coffee at Clevedon before making your own way home using 
whatever option you choose. 
 
Date :    Sunday 20th February 2011 
Time:     Assemble at 9.45 for a 10 am start 
Start:    Gordonton Hall, Gordonton Road,  
 Gordonton Village (Toilets available) 
 
Distance:  To Hunua Falls (lunch break)  
    109 km/65 miles ð 2 hours 
                   To Richardõs - 25 km/15 miles ð 25 minutes 
       Round trip ð 220 km/132 miles 
This is an all-day outing; bring a picnic lunch and a full tank of 
petrol.  Food and petrol are not available en route until Clevedon 
(after the lunch break). 
 
All enquiries to Paul Clark ð 856 2737 (evenings) 
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BATTLE OF THE STREETS 2011,  

 Sunday 20th February  
There are 11 classes that run throughout the day, these are: Post Classics ï 
Forgotten Era Pre 1982, Formula 2, Junior Classics, Senior Classics, Formula 
3, Formula Paeroa, Sidecars, Post Classic Historic Pre 1972, BEARS, Super 
Motard and the Robert Holden Memorial Race.  

For more details on either of these events  
 Contact Kelvern Spence 07 -862 -7706  

PAEROA V8 Show and Swapmeet  

Saturday 19th February  
 

Feel the pulse of the engines as the V8ðs thrum their way along 
the main street of Paeroa at 11am parading their  

 magnificence for all to see . 
 

Cars will park at Paeroa Racecoourse  
Browse through the swapmeet  

Live entertainment  
Held day before the ïBattle of the Streetsð motorbike races 

 

ATTENTION  
ARE YOU GOING TO THE EASTER RALLY?  

DO YOU HAVE A CURRENT VEHICLE IDENTITY CARD? 
 YOU MUST HAVE A VEHICLE IDENTITY CARD FOR THIS EVENT 

 
If you do not have a Vehicle Identity Card or have not renewed your existing 
V.I.C. could you please have the necessary paperwork to me before the END 
OF FEBRUARY 2011 or otherwise you may miss out.  If you require the 

application forms please contact me at 07-823-5641  or  jsfoot@xtra.co.nz    
Also downloadable from the Club Website www.vcc.org.nz/  VIC APPLICATION. 
 
Vehicle Identity Co-ordinator  
John Foot 

mailto:jsfoot@xtra.co.nz
http://www.vcc.org.nz/
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Obituaries 

WILLIAM ROGER LUNT 
2nd March 1935 - 10th January 2011 

Roger was born in Rotorua just a few years after his parents had arrived 
from Yorkshire.  He did his initial trade training at the Devonport Naval 
Dockyard working on many of the steam powered naval ships current at 
that time.  Later he completed further training as an auto machinist and 
went on to head the engineering workshops at Kerepehi and later Waitoa 
Dairy Factories.  A late change in occupation saw him become a car 
driving instructor who tutored children of some of our club members. 
Roger developed an early interest in cars and motorcycles, joining 
Auckland V&VCC in 1956.  He later joined Waikato V&VCC in 1965 with 
an Austin 12/4 Harley, upon moving to Waitoa.   
In their eulogies, family members and friends spoke of a well loved man 
who had an abiding interest in all things motoring and for whom the VCC 
has been an important part of his life, where he had made many friends.  
A full profile of Roger can be found in the September 2000 issue of 
Venture, available in our library. 
 

PETER LAURENCE BRYANT 
18th January 1947 - 8th January 2011 

Peterôs family came to New Zealand from the UK when he was a small 
lad.  His father had been a WW1 aero-engine fitter, toolmaker, test 
driver, etc and had clearly passed on the genes.  Peter had a very early 
interest in things mechanical, which developed into a love of making 
vehicles go faster, furthered by involvement in Formula óVô racing and 
sailing, as well as a life long interest in motorcycling.  Peter trained as a 
teacher and spent 25 years at this arduous profession, with outstanding 
respect from his pupils and peers.  When the time came for a quieter 
existence, he and Sharon moved from North Shore to their cottage at 
Puahue and we gained him in this branch.  Some of the stories told of 
Peter at his memorial service give a picture of a man who wanted to get 
the most from life, whether it was speed, music or laughter.  The one of 
him writing to the Air Force at Ohakea complaining their jets were not 
flying low enough over his house for him to get good pictures and giving 
a map reference, resulted in a reply asking him to mark his roof - this 
was done with a giant bulls eye!   
A fuller profile of Peterôs motoring interests can be found in the June/July 
2003 issues of Venture, available in our library. 
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At our last motorcycle get-together in December we had Hugh 
Anderson give a talk about his recent visit to Europe where he 
rode some of the bikes he raced in the 1960ôs.  In my motor cycling 
days in the UK I used to go to as many race meetings as I could. 
With Hugh coming to talk to us I had a look through the 
programmes I had and found one where he raced at Silverstone 
and won the 125cc race.  In talking to him about the race he 
remembered it because it was raining and he said that the very 
thin section tyres they used in those days helped in the wet.  I also 
remember it because we were allowed to sit in the grandstand for FREE.  See parts 
of the programme opposite and below.     
 
As mentioned in the last Venture our next social run will be on the Sunday the 13th 
February.  The club rooms will be open from 11.00am and we can have an early 
lunch before leaving about mid day.  The run will be mainly on county roads, some 
of which we have not been on before.  We will be finishing at Peter Morrisonôs home 
in Tauwhare, who has kindly offered to show us his collection of bikes and engines. 
He tells me that he does a bit of drag racing using a 1970 bike, powered by a 
Triumph engine with the cylinder head turned around backwards.  I have heard of 
this being done but never seen one done; should be interesting.   
 
Looking  forward to a good turn out and 
do not forget the Classic Motor Cycle 
Racing at Pukekohe on the 6th of 
February. 
 
In the Meantime Safe Riding 

 

Peter Spiller    

Motorcycles  
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ELECTRICAL THEORY BY JOSEPH LUCAS  
If you are a proud owner of a classic UK motor car or bike, it could be that some of 
the wisdom below might resonate with you. 
 
Positive ground depends on proper circuit functioning, which is the transmission of 
negative ions by retention of the visible spectral manifestation known as ñsmokeò. 
Smoke is the thing that makes electrical circuits work. We know this to be true because 
every time one lets the smoke out of an electrical circuit, it stops working. This can be 
verified repeatedly through empirical testing. 
 

For example, if one places a copper bar across the terminals of a battery, prodigious 
quantities of smoke are liberated and the battery shortly ceases to function. In addition, if 
one observes smoke escaping from an electrical component such as a Lucas voltage 
regulator, it will also be observed that the component no longer functions. The logic is 
elementary and inescapable! 
 

The function of the wiring harness is to conduct the smoke from one device to another. 
When the wiring springs a leak and lets all the smoke out of the system, nothing works 
afterward. 
 

Starter motors were considered unsuitable for British motorcycles for some time largely 
because they consumed large quantities of smoke, requiring very unsightly large wires. 
 

It has been reported that Lucas electrical components are possibly more prone to 
electrical leakage than their Bosch, Japanese or American counterparts. Experts point 
out that this is because Lucas is British, and all things British leak. British engines leak 
oil, British shock absorbers, hydraulic forks and disk brake systems leak fluid, British 
tires leak air and British Intelligence leaks national defence secrets. 
Therefore, it follows that British electrical systems must leak smoke. Once again, the 
logic is clear and inescapable. 
 

In conclusion, the basic concept of transmission of electrical energy in the form of smoke 
provides a logical explanation of the mysteries of electrical components especially 
British units manufactured by Joseph Lucas, Ltd.  And remember: ñA gentleman does 
not motor about after dark. 
 

Q: Why do the British drink warm beer? A: Because Lucas makes their refrigerators. 
This has been referred to as the smoke theory when the smoke comes out its finished, 
cooked or done for. 
 
Joseph Lucas ñThe Prince of Darknessò 
1842-1903 
 
A few Lucas quips: 
The Lucas motto: ñGet home before dark.ò;  Lucas is the patent holder for the short 
circuit; Lucas - Inventor of the first intermittent wiper; Lucas - Inventor of the self-
dimming headlamp; The three-position Lucas switch--DIM, FLICKER and OFF; The 
other three switch settings--SMOKE, SMOLDER and IGNITE; The Original Anti-Theft 
Device - Lucas Electrics; If Lucas made guns, wars would not start 
 
Back in the ó70s, Lucas decided to diversify its product line and began manufacturing 
vacuum cleaners. It was the only product they offered which did not suck. 
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CLUB BADGES FOR SALE 
These are available from the Badge & Trophy Guardian; 

Shirley Foot  (07) 823 5641 
 

  Lapel or Cap Badges - enamelled  $5.00   each 

  Car Bumper Badges - cast in brass $35.00 each 

  Windscreen Transfers   $2.00   each 

  Club Emblem Jacket Patches  2 for $5.00 

  Number Plate Surrounds   $15.00 pair 

Market Place  -  For Sale 

Wanted 

1970 MGB Roadster, British racing green, wire wheels.  Reliable and fun to drive.   
$17000.00 ono.  Contact:  Greg Terrill    Ph.  07 846 4355. 

Morris 8 series I or II carburettor wanted. 
 
Contact; Peter Fulton 07 827 0823 or peterfb@clear.net.nz 

Early veteran clutch, gearbox or diff to suit light car, preferably De Dion Bouton 
but anything will be considered.   
Contact; Peter Fulton 07 827 0823 or peterfb@clear.net.nz 

1985 XZ Yamaha 400 Twin - Plastic side panels that fit below the seat. 
Ph. Howard Porteous 07 888 7596. 
I have other parts that I can swap!! 

Opel Rekord (1969) 4-door, 50,000 miles, very good original condition. WOF'd 
and Registered. $6500ono. Contact: Colm Ph.  07 856 7053 

Honda MB100 1980. 98cc 4-speed. Blue Smoke eligible. $450ono.  
Contact: Colm Ph.  07 856 7053 

Peugeot folding bicycle (1970s). Two-speed automatic. Plus another for spares 
or repair. $60ono. Contact: Colm Ph.  07 856 7053 

Available to a good home - Photocopier ex library.  Comes with a good supply of 
toner.  Contact Bob 07-856 7238 

Honda 50 & Honda 90 - 1960ôs complete bikes but not registered or warranted. 
$60.  Contact Poko - 07 866 8543 

mailto:peterfb@clear.net.nz
mailto:peterfb@clear.net.nz


 

W B S 
Waikato Bonding Services 

6 Belfast Place Hamilton 
 

For all your brake & clutch re-lining 
services.   Specialising in re-bonding  

of all veteran, vintage and classic  

brake shoes, pads and drive lines. 
 

 

Steven Hunter - Manager 

Phone: 0800-BOND-007 

         0800-2663-007 

Auto Trail Ltd 
Automotive, Trailer & Tractor Spares, Accessories & Tools  

3 EMPIRE ST. HAMILTON  
PH 07 847 8908 

Shock absorbers. Suspension components. CV joints 
Aerials. Hand Tools. Trailer Components. Disc pads 

Water Pumps. Timing /Fan/Micro Belts. Gauges. 
Speedo Cables.  Speedo Repairs 

 

 

 

For New Work and Repairs 

Domestic and Commercial 
 

F.B. HALL 
& Co. Ltd EST 1923 

50 Greenwood St, Frankton, Hamilton 

07-847 4780 

 

TYRE TRADERS 
     24 Commerce  St. 
    Cambridge 
 
 For ALL your 
 Tyre needs  
 Visit Don Wise 
 Sales Consultant 
 & VCC member 
 Phone  07 827 3875 

STEEL FRAMED SHEDS 
CARPORTS, FACTORIES 

WORKSHOPS AND 
BARNS 

 

Mangawhero Road Matamata 
GRAHAM PATE MANAGER   

&  WVVCC MEMBER 
 

 PHONE 07 888 8810       
FAX  07 888  8831  
A/H 07 888 0009    

 Mobile 021 280 1586 



PAUL CLARK -   
PROPERTY LAWYERS 

For  a l l  your  le ga l   
r equ i r ements 

SPECIALISING IN PROPERTY 

TRANSACTIONS 

Octagon House,1 Seddon Rd. 
 Hamilton 

PH:  07-839-1258                  FAX:  07-839-1259 

               

 

 

 

                                         Every Sunday the Gostiona Restaurant 

hosts New Zealandôs most popular smokehouse bbq.  Mouth 

watering, authentically smoke roasted pork belly, charcoal roasted 

chicken or beef, roast veg and a large range of salads. Including 

homemade hot apple strudel for dessert, and tea or coffee. 
 

 
ONLY 

$32.00  

Open 12.00pm, buffet served 12.30pm  

Bookings essential PH. 843-5431 

Cnr Rukuhia & Ohaupo Rds 

5 min from Hamilton 

www.gostiona.co.nz  

Smoke House BBQ 
úSunday lunch buffetû 


